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2&eh la known and baa been written about emigration from 

' , , . ... s 

Ireland to North America in the nineteenth century, especially after 

. 7 , ' . '/ 

the Great famine. The large emigration of aainly Presbyterians or 

Soot ch-Irish , as they ease to be called, from Ulster to the American 
colonies In the eighteenth century has also receive^ due attention* 
Some doubt and controv ersy still surround the emigration of Rowan . 
Catholics from Ireland to North America during the colonial period* 
This, when it is conceded to ijaave /taken place at all, has either beei 
dismissed as negligible or is represented as hairing been such 

greater than the facts will allow* Just^a$ the Sootoh-Iriah of 

' , 1 : : - : * ' / ' : ' ■' - . . , 

colonial azrt' revolutionary Aasrloa have had their devotees, so the 

i •' ‘ ' *•'. " •: i . ' , 

native Irish have been vested by their historians with numbers and 

•. ■ ; . w, . -s.. ' t •_ V- • "■ 

achievements for which there is not sufficient evidence* 

The Mte w 


of emigration from Ireland to colonial North America are tha 


sporoity of records, especially on this aide of the Atlantic, the 

diffuse imture of tto many manuscript sources on, the subject and the 

* 4s * \, c - 

problems of obtaining access to sobs of those that do exist* Other 

* S * i • ... 

difficulties wilT’be indicated in the course of the work itself* 


The main .purpose of this thesis has not been to score points ^ 
for* any ethnic group but, by concentrating on the three southern 
provinces of the country between 1660 and 1773 * to. give some indioa«T 

» ■ * > ' ■ ’ • • * .i .. 

tions of who they were who went from Ireland' to North America 1 a 
tbstj^kriod, how they went and a general appraisal of t h e ir Impact 


I 







Abbreviations .. \ ». ’•* " 

The development of emigration' froa | Ireland 
North America in the seventeenth century 


Some indications of the nature and voliuae of 
passenger traffic, 1740-1775 *• 

' 1 ^ ■ 

The importance of indentured servants and 
redemptionere in eoigrntion ,f rop. Ireland to 


Lo:.Vck^:' 



THE DSVELO.J&NT OF KiOE-HATICH FROM IRELAND 
TO NORTH A2£&ICA IN TK5 SkTiSKTS^flCIi CENTURY 


throughout the colonial period* % 

Between TH i rahethaa tinea and the end of tJi^ eighteenth 
century no significant progress took place in the foro or speed of 

• • • W ! ** 

sea transport, the only neons of transatlantic coaouaicatian. The 
•\ / _ • ' • ‘ 
raniw shipping lanes between England, as well as other countries of 

* - • « . - » • • I • 

north-west Europe, and North Aaerioa passed to the south of Ireland* 

c s . ’ ; ' . 

Storu-bound or dan&ged ships, either inward oi* outward bound, could 
take advantage of Ireland's forward Atlantic position* Bjy 1600 the 
scwthcni Irish harona, the oonvenis^oc of which bad been notioed by 






passed close to the Irish coast and, in tiae, the rich pastoral , ! 

' ' • • ‘ ‘ , - • .--p. 

lands of southern Ireland and the cheapness of their produce ensured 

that the ports there becanfe something acre than am anchorages. 

; ^ • • - 

The English fisheries, and, from 161 3, their attendant naval 

aq&droa, played a yital part in the colonisation of Horth Africa 

j • ’ • 

while Ireland became a sup. ly base, of both victuals and men, for 


.for the overseas settlements. < T h e se developments sere in progress 
1620 j by then Virginian tobacco sas being exchanged for Irish beef 
livestock and stockings.^ After 1660 Ireland's trade with the 
colonies was controlled by mercantilist legislation, but ^ in spite 
of that, it continued to expand and remained extensive until tip 



while there were. In Ireland, those who had special reasons, 
as well as the means and the in i ti a t ive to travel to A me r ica and 

;jany store who leaked one ar all of these requirements 
could find themselves in the New World. In feet, anyone in the 
vicinity of the southern ports -who 'nay have been idle, unesployed, 
adventurous , or merely curious and careless enough to stray Close to 

! '. - ' ' ' - *i ' ’ 

t£ie quays was, throughout the colonial period, likely to be lured,' by 
fair ***** or foul, on board one of the may vessels that wifcpe bound 


settle 


"Irish trade in the eighteenth century", 

ary Quarterly, yp& aeries, XX, 574^1*1 P* A. Bcuoe 







18* Reos.Ta.Co. . 1, i*80, 1*S 9j B. 3. Quinn, The mssbetMas ; 
Irish. Ho * York, 1966, pp.1 10-17} C. X. PSrkinaon, The r; 
the port of Liverpool. 1952, p.8. 

19. Ibid. x _ 

20. Hal&Hjrt, op.oit., pp.3*7*t8a 3M-2* 

21 . Notable in this respeot were gookin (Virginia) j the Wlntl 
family ( Lfctaaachu setts and Connecticut) , the Bari of Carll 
(West Indies) and Lard ftiltlaoare (Waxyland) In the early 
seventeenth century. 



In the early colonial period the head-right system, which is 
thought to hare been introduced in Virginia in l6l7,Njjecaae general. 

By its terms individuals were granted land in p r o porti on to the 

% . 
nuj&er of people they brought cut at their own expense. The usual 

grant was 50 acres for each person. In tbs early 1620*8, for 

p i 

example, Daniel Go chin, an Shgllah landlord resident in Co. Cork, 
received on e xtensivc plantation in Virginia in respect of servants 

(23) Tn «<An Rmw* T»*iTKrt4rfe ni* 



There is little doubt that the mjority of these servants and 


South Carolina, for ewsx^le: Cj 
p # l* 04 and 1677-60. p*360j also 
Collectiena of the Historical > 
Chariest on, 1897* pp«152"4* 

H* Dualop (od»), Ireland under 
relating to the sorenuaeot of : 




1607 , for ©cargale, contains a proposal for transporting sm or 

( 1 

eight thousand Kerne to Virginia* Irish Vagabonds and pirates, 
could also, according to souse officials, be captured and set to work 
in the colonies.^ 5 ) Except for a time under Groaaeell, however, it 
was not until the Eighteenth century that transportation froa 
Ireland to North America was organised on a aajctr scale, and then it 


yTw, lhiwr. ^Pitish TWM fiae 1570*1650. London, 1963 

pp*ifl-6, 75* 

Cal.S.F.(Irc.j 1608-10. p.278; Sir direr St. John to the Lori 
of the Counoil, ibid., 1613* 23. p.306| Cal*Carse 
1603*24. London, 1893» p#158. 

B.M. ImSS . . V 0I.I56, f.2&5* 

Sir Richard Moeryscn to Lord Salisbury, Yougfaal, 22 Aug. 1609, 
Cal.S.P. (Ire. V 1608-10. p.278. 

Chapter VI, this work. ) 




• r 

It is evident that, except under Croaroll, the g ov ern ments of. ’ 

i • • 

.^nglaad and Ireland refrained fron ordering mass deportations of 

rebels and poetical prisoners fron Ireland to colonial America* 

L ' .4- ■ 

“These were likely to be leaders rather than led and night willingly 

hare promoted insurrection in the colonies* The situation «u, no 

doubt t eased by so many Irish leaders and men of military inolination 

emigrating to the continent of Europe , if they emigrated at « 

* . 

Care tjss taken too that Irish priests , except during the Ch^xarellisn 

(ri^ 

period, were usually banished to Europe,'' for the overseas 
colonial empire was noant to be a Protestant one* Nevertheless, 

* ^ t== " ( lQ\ 

Boann Catholics, although they received little encouragement,'^' 
were not forbidden to go to the colonies* No obstacles, therefore, 
prevented the departure cf the native Irish as servants* They 
slipped away from Ireland almost ua obscured, but the oolanial records 


reveal how nxnaerous. they became in North America* 


T 


References to Catholic Irish servants in the aalnland and 

: « 

island colonies appear frequently in records of the second half of 
the seventeenth centuxy. ****** Amtvm -in — 


By 1700 the Irish were ©oamon in ev er y 


colony fron Newfoundland southwards to the Carolina*, with t h e ir 

e- 

largest aggregation in the West In dies where Irish trade was heaviest* * 


8*Ann*C*3 (Irish Statutes at large . IV, 190, p.212), e n c o ur aged 
merchants to transport priests to overseas c oloni es not subject 
to the crown* 

Lord Baltimore* a efforts to ores to a refuge for Honan Ca tholi c s 
in North America encountered such opposition, D.N+B* 

Cal*S*P* (A* & W*I,) » etc. 

C.O* lA 2, or. 557 -ol l C*0»157/l ■ P.R*0*, L o n d o n. 





cenoe ror toe now that too Irish servants in America wars largely 

indifferent to both politics and religion. Otherwise they sight 

' 

have formed a serious threat to the Protestant empire. * 

Protestants, most of shorn sere of Sngiish, Welsh or Soottish 
origin, also e nigra ted from Ireland in the- seventeenth oentury, but 

e * 

obviously not in very great numbers. Some of then went as servants, 
particularly' in the -retinue of emigrating planters. 3fce seventeenth 
century was rather the age of Protestant Immigration into Ireland 

t 

and the American colonies sere sloe to a ttract many ordinary people 

. . <*• 9 

from any part of the British Isles. She failure of Gooldn 

and others to popularise Virginia and Hsnrland in the early decades 



in hundreds* Hoar and why they had left Ireland is still unknown, tut 
they were said to be engaged in linen mannfbctura and most of then 
had probably come /from Ulster, They can be regarded as the 
pioneers of a iscssive ooveaent. 

Their presence in Maryland and Delaware no doubt owed sons thing 
to the full toleration offered by those colonics to all ft’otestant 
Dissenters*. Maryland also operated a generous sc hem e of land grants 
until 1683 /^ and at least some of the Sootcfa-Iriah had arrived by 
that tix». binding a great dearth of ministers of their own faith in 
Maryland they s ent out a call tjo-Ulster which vat answered by 
Hev. Francis Mriaemia in 1683*^ ^ 3c is regarded as the "father of 


as the "father of 


American Presbyterianism*. ^ Undeterred by frontier life he extended 
his activities beyond i-axyland* Through his efforts and these of 


other clergymen, sons of whoa he himself had persuaded to cone from 
Ireland, acre and oloeer links were established between the ftresbytariana 


of Ireland and those of the col oni es* 


(M 


In the meantime, another Protestant sect in Ireland had been 
driven to s eek religious f reedoo in America* After 1 660 Quakers in 
Ireland found thenselves harassed on one side by An g lic a n clergy and 
on the other by rsgparees* Some of them, in assoeistion with 

49. Hdssard Handolph to the Coaaiasioners of Customs, Janes City, 

27 June 1692, Cal*S»P»(A* A I, I*) 1669*92, p.659| Slosser, 

op*cit. , p* 32 . __ 

50. Smith, "land Speculation in Maryland", pp.467-72. 

51. Slosser, op.cit*, p.32j C. A* Hanna, The Scotch -Irish, 1902, p*7* 

52. Slosser?, Ibid. r 

53. Ibid., p.33-4. ‘ 

54* Ibid*, pp.38, 62 j Banns, op.cit*, pp.7-9* 

55. 5 X* Grubb, Quakers in Ireland 1 654*1 20? . Inndoa, 1927, pp*30-4* 


14 . 


r 

their afflicted oo-religionlata in England, then b egan to plan a 

refuge in the New World* Al th ough Quakers settled in sons 

of the other colonies, Wost -few Jersey, founded in 1674, was the 

first Quaker colony in As;rica, preoeding the Pennsylvania experiment 

(57) 

by several years. ' Among its early proprietors by purchase were ' 
several Irish Quakers, notably Robert Turner, a wealthy Dublin linen 
draper, and Anthony Sharp. ' A few years later Will tan F ban, who 
held an estate in Ireland, became the first Proprietor of Bexuuylvania 
which offered religious freedom to all sects and whose renown soon 
eolipsed West New Jersey, flfs After 1682 Quaker emigration from - 
Ireland shifted to Pennsylvania^ 60 ^ and, in the eighteenth eentuxy, 
when many other Protestant Dissenters took ship for America, the pert 
of Philadelphia became for Ireland what New York represented in the 
nineteenth. 

The Irish Quakers were not a numerous body and those who emi- 
grated to America in the whole colonial period m i ght have nu mbered 
less than 2,500.^ * As emigrants and in the manner of their going 
they totally contrasted with the Irish servants. They sere mostly 
people of some substance or influenoe so their emigration was 


56. 

57. 

58. 

59 . 

60 . 

61 * 






nigratian of temporary labourers to the Newfoundland fisheries, aoai 
of whoubeoaae peraaneat settlers, Ireland had now so a any connec- 
tions, both personal and business, with the American colonies that, 
in the conditions of the eighteenth century, it was inevitable that 


19*57, p.52f Jfcrera, Narratives 
Grubb, op,oit, , ~ 

0* C. Goocbody, Guide to Iris] 
pp.13^14, 15* 
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CHAFER U 

SUB ZIGmzSimi csntuet bagk&bcukd to 

Khl&RATIQU IN IRELAND AND M gS COLaOSS 

Compared with the seventeenth oentuzy the first three-quarters 


of the eighteenth oentuzy in Ireland' 


a period of civil 


and, ironically, of heavy emigration from the country* The large 
exodus of aelnly Pr esb y t erians ftroa Ulster between 1713 and 1775 ka», 
of course, been well chronicled by a raunh cr of historians. ^ ^ 

Dr. R. J. Dickson's valuable monograph on the subject was published 
in 1966.^ To avoid overlapping this present work will concentrate , 
as far as is practicable, an emigration fro a the provinces of Monster, 


Leinster and Connaught within that period. J 

Uich of the emigration trot a Ireland to Aaarica that took place 
in the eighteenth oentury is directly attributable to social or 
eoanoixLc conditions • Grossing the Atlantic was no longer a venture 


into the unknown *nA those who w ere discontented in Ir el a nd could 
turn to the colonies with no uncertain hopes. The colonies them* 


selves. 


of tbs situation in Ireland, did moh to encourage 


settlers from there, for these 


their greatest need. On both 


sides of the Atlantic, therefore, strong forces impe l l ed further 
emigration from Ireland. 


Notably V. P. Adas*, C. K. Bolton, ¥. ?• Dunaway, H. J. lord, 

C. A. Banna, S. C. Wood} aee bibliography . 

R. J. Dickson, Ulater aeration to oolonial Amartpa 171Q- 1 ZZ5 , 
London, 1566} according to Arc hbi s ho p Xing and Cotton Mather 
this anigratioa began in 1717* King's letter, lab* 1717, 
n.n-AAA T 6ll7. p.102 1 Mazy of Cotton Mather, entries Sept.1717. 


2 . 



in 

Dub 

ttraa 

1, 
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18 * 


Feoa this date, Protestant Dis se nt e rs understandably resented 
their position even acre than the Hwm Catholics appeared to do* 

Vast of the farasr were of issalgrant stock who ^ cone to Ireland 
on fair promises or with high expectations. Now they found themselves 
in the position of second-class oitisens. Bone found this reason 
enough for leaving Ireland; others needed the additional impulse 
given by economic adversity* 

The determination of Quakers to find toleration in the New 
World has already been mentioned* They were the such smaller of the 
two main dissenting sects' among the ftrotestants of Ireland and most 
numerous in the south/ 6 ) 1 Many of them were farmers and noted for 
their obduracy over tithes/^ Others were prominent in trade and 

5 ( 8 ) 

industry and had important centres in the larger ports end towns* J 

fa) 

Some, such as Strettell of Dublin, were wealthy* 7 Those who were 

in the shipping business could seldom fail in the eighteenth oentuxy, 

r 

for when trade was poor emigration increased and vice vexes* The 

Quakers whose prosperity depended solely on farming or on the linen 

trade were not so fortunate and the peak of Quaker emigration 

occurred in 1729 as a result of the severe recession at that time/* 0 ) 

Industrious and normally p ro s pero u s though Quakers might be, 

( 11 ) 

they invited a certain amount of ridicule end mild persecution' 

7 * 

8 . 

9 . 

10 . 

11 . 


Goodbody, op.dt., p*15« 

jxL# f • 

ifcrera, Ittnjgratioo. pp*48, 106| L. M* Cullen, 
1 660-1 800 . ihn cheater, 1968, pp*92-3* 

The Pennsylvania Msgasine of History end Blog 
1877, I, 2M. 

lyers, op.oit*, p*i»8« 4 

Smith, Colonists in bondage. p,175- 



r 




which they knew they could escape in Ronnsylvanla. There too they 


oould hold high office and participate in go rer m aant whi c h , after 
1 704, they oould not do in Ireland. For these as well as' c oon o ai o 
reasons, Quakers continued to leave Ireland, usually in s h e ll 


groups, until their exaigration was exhausted in the B iddl e of the 


oeutury; the majority of thee 


( 12 ) 


Presbyterians formed by far the largest body o f Dissenters, 
were oostly of Soottish origin and steaoed partly from the 


These wore mostly of Soottish origin and steaoed partly from the 
Plantation of Ulster in the early seventeenth century, but also from 


a more reoent influx from Scotland after 1660 and especially after 
1689. Fifty thousand Scottish tallies had ooae to Ulster alone 
between 1689 and 1715, lured oainly by the offer of tans at low 
routs on short leases. ^ ^ Not all the Soots settled in Ulster, 


however; about a tenth of them no 

(14) 

Ireland, especially Leinster, 


into the other provinces of 


and they helped to swell the 


(15) 


Pre sbytejrlAH orvx.Mnlty at IX ihl l n ,^ ' althoug h tbay .n not nil 

J 

Presbyterians. 

In Ireland the Soots oade such rapid s trides that, oven before 
the end of the seventeenth oentury, th e ir presence was disturbing the 


Anglican Ascendancy on several points. They 


as pushing 


ifcrcra, TmnA TT ^ 00 * pp*81«2, 106. 

Bishop of tephoe to Lords of the Privy Counoil, I Xi bl in, 22 Mar. 
1715/^6. t . 50. 

W. P. Dunaway, The Scotoh-Irish of Colonial tan^yl vft^a. 
Chapel mil, 1944-, p.28. 

1717 there ware two ftreabyterian congregations in Xksblin, 
Banna, op.oit. , pp*371*GVj Chapter IH* this woik» 




B. u. SLoaao iSS . 2902, f.218| T 
t ba Svo of Union 1 660-1 707 . 1963 
SI pane ISS. . ibidT" 

2 Aan.o.oj J. C. B»okett 9 Proto s 
1948, pp.135, 143-41 C. K* Bolta 


k 


the m\r and Jacobite 


not rigorously enforced* 


( 22 ) 


of that tine ensured that the Teat vaa 
In Horedwr 1715 three Fresbyterlsn 


cc i ul sters, two from Ulster and one from Dublin, laid their people* a 
grievances before the lord-lieutenant and warned him that aaoy of 
them were considering going to America to enjoy what "is denied them 


in their native country* • 


(23) 


In 1714 the colonies began to report 


Increased immigration froa Irish port a. 


(24) 


Allowing for the usual 


servant trade and Quaker emigration this must indicate that 

) 

Presbyterians were crossing the Atlantic to religious and civil freedom* 
There was, in fhet, not ouoh point in their returning to 

Seotland which many of them had reoeatly left beoause of poor eondi- 

( 25 ) 

tions* " By that time they must have been well-informed about the 
colonies in America. The Sooteh-Irlah in Maryland and the wor k of 
Rev. Aranda t^keaie have already been mentioned, and, in the first 
deoade of the eighteenth century, more clergymen had emigrated Acorn 


Ireland, some fToia Ulster and 


from Dublin. 


(26) 


The literacy 


and influence of these clergymen oould r 


any doubts the 


freabyterlan* may have had* The part played by olergyaen in the 
emigration of Presbyterians from Ireland was of oonsidersbls aignifi- 
oanoe. 


Becks t, IVortestant Dissent, p.45* 

Buna, Sootch-Iriah. p* 1 ow 

Bolton, Sootob-Iriah. pp. 17 -Id andAppendix I. 
B.il. 31 pane. 2902* f*218. 

Slosser, op*oit. , p.3&« 


Bolton, 


22 


Bresbyterlan emigration to America continued at a fluctuating 

rate until 1775 , reaching high peaks at tinea of economic stress. 

f (27) 

The few concessions that were node to then in 1719 were not 

enough to halt the movement f roa Ireland for Presbyterians realised 

they would not recover the position they had held before 1704. The 

lure of the colonies became stronger year by year as they heard from 

those who already gone, while every ill wind that blew in Ireland 

swept additional emigrants from all sects across the Atlantic. 

Ill winds. In the literal sense, blew all tpo frequently in 

a 

the first sixty-five years of the eighteenth century in Ireland, 
bringing bad woather, harvest failures and, in 1723-9, 1741 and 1757. 
famine conditions. The people who suffered most ftroa the consequent 


scarcity and hi gh prices of food were rural labourers and wage-earners 

, ^ ^ * ( 28 ) 

in towns. In their desperation they eight beg, migrate or emigrate. 

Recessions in the linen industry provided another interadtteot 
e ffuse of btv'.vy rm - The manufacture of lin e n in Ulster as 


well as in parts of loins ter and Connaught was then organised on the 
domestic system.^ 29 ^ Most linen workers were at the sane tine farmers 
or agricultural labourers, assisted by their wives and children. 


Hhm, therefore , a linen reoeaaion coincided with bad harvests. 


happened severely in the late 1720»s, wtavers were soon x#dut^ to 


27. 

28. 

29. 



Toleration Aot, 6 Geo. 
G. O’Brien, Soono ado Jb 
Dublin and London, 191 
ooonoty in the oightec 


r 


covum untunt 



ter, s ^ta Letters. I, 209*t0j ^be 
J^fordf^n* HLw of ti» Xlam lnd»«fay' 

Igtoh. ooonagi:. ft 5 79. 

pp.29, J1 1 B-HWIjIft , 

■a, op.oit., p.joi Boo««t ^rVr s 

,4ll» and rooord* relating to indentured 


\ j 4 










and oiddle Claeses nay hare shorn acre interest in North America, 
but by then the da uri na tion of the "White Anglo-Saxon Protestant" ms 
permanently established and further strengthened by the recent defeat 
of the French. 



** 





another party. Servants were generally carried free of oharge and 
were obviously nore nuaerous than the Passengers. Convicts, after 

f 

1726, were transported for a fee and so were, with nook respect, 
called "His Majesty's seven-year passengers”. These three groups 



THE 0H&ANI3 ATI Oil OF 2KBJRATICH ATffi SOiS XKDXCASiaRS 
OP US KiffOKE A KD VOLUia HagBSai 1700 AND 1739 

Shipjjin^ people across the Atlantic in colonial wet 

always expensive, oainly owing to the length of time taken for the 

voyage. ^ ^ In the eighteenth oentuxy the average cost of a passage, 

including food, for one person was The fares actually charged 

might bo more or even less ^’ rinri that amount according to the standard 

of accommodation or in competitive bargaining to secure passengers. 

In the early 1770*3, for e x a m p le , a time of heavy emigration, Lm 

people from the north of Ireland were offered passages for £3 10a* Od* 

eaoh and another group paid only three guineas, but for fares as low 

as these they could expect to travel in overcrowded vessels* ^ 

The si g n i f icance of £5 in those tines is possibly best indicated 

by the existence of the indentured service system. The cost of a _ 

/ 

\ 

passage to America was acre than most wage-earners could save, except 
over a long period of time, and heads of fasti! ins would have to find 


10-13 Apr. 17731 C. U* Hough, ed* 



K. F* Geiaer, "Bedespt loners and Indentured senrants la the 
Colony and Coa a o ne ealth of Pennsylvania*, guppleaaot to Ial< 
Bp view. New Haven, 1902, X, 17*^9* 


32 . 


Clergymen and s c h o ol p as ters , for exasp le, were encouraged to 
eidgrate lay a Ikyal Bounty, which had been introduced in 1690 by 
W il 1 i aij 111 in order to overcome a short&ge of these in the overseas 
colonics; the schca e continued until 1 311 Its original terms 

are obscure, but it is though t that the King, who also revived the 
"3egiun Do n ua " , intended that £20 should be paid to all Rrotestaat 

f 

clergymen and school masters who wished to emigrate to America. In 
practice, however, applications for the bounty had to be made in the 
first instance to the Bishop of London, so that it would be difficult 
for known or acknowledged Dissenters to clala it. In any case, it 
enabled a number of people, including graduates of Trinity College, 

Br 

( 7 ) 

Dublin, to emigrate from Ireland to the colonies. ' 


The oolonies themselves constantly 


efforts to attract 


settlers, particularly Protestants of all sects, to their shores. 
Agents were sent to Ireland; leaflets were distributed; special 
appeals were published in newspapers and letters - perhaps not alwys 
genuine • were circulated to extol the opportunities that lay across 
the ocean. ^ Sven so, same colonies were slow to draw many people 
from Ireland. Promises of religious toleration and sunny skies were 









disputed, by Massachusetts and shortly afterwards the sm a ll colony of 

( 12 ) 

six forti fied townships had to be abandoned. 

Later cm, Arthur Dobbs, Anglo-Irish landl o rd and statesman, 
promoted a c ertain amount of emigration fron Ireland. He is known 
to hare chartered at least one ship for the transportation of emi- 
grants, who included people from his estates in both northern and 
southern Ireland, to North Car o l ina . 


11 • M. J. O'Brien, A 

pp. 309-11 1 Sanaa, 

1 2. Journal of the Co 

Cal»2. 

pp»Zlv-5» 

13. D. Clarke, Arthur 
Dickson, Ulster _e 


i$ pp.491 -2 ; Hanna, op.cit. , 

1689-1765. 195S, pp.71-951 
,12Q-3hJ p.46, this ohapterj 


a 




A Ten smaller ea .erprd^aea could bo mentioned at this point, 
la 1726, tor e x a m ple, Thom as Taylor of Dublin received a land grant 

Ha had satisfied the Lords Proprietors that he 
intended to emigrate and bring with him at his own expense 

_ If. ’ 

several planters, h andi craft szacn and other persons". Later it was 
reported tliat Taylor had gone to South Carolina with over thirty 
people from Ireland. la 1729 MLss Elisabeth MoGawley, a Homan 
Catholic, and a party of people, who appear to have been her tenantry 
emigrated f*oa Dublin to an e state in Rannaylvania where they 
"happily settled". In 1773 • certain Ur. Hunt had chartered the 

a 

brig "Hope" for the voyage from Dublin to South Carolina and was 
willing to take people, including "young married Couples to abuse", 
to settle on his lands in South Carolina and Georgia. f!f 


in South Carolina 


some service to their benefactor in the Hew World. Hunbors of then 




there undoubtedly were, with a free passage farming an Important 

Bfl 



The uost Intrepid Atlantic travellers in those tines, apart f*oa 
wealthy planters, appear to have been clergymen* 
r. Davis, The Blae of the English shipping InA i stry in t&g 
seventeenth, and ci^ji teenth centuries^ London, ^962, PP* 3 * 

Ibid* , pp*330»2# 



Tha Dublin &a«ette. 17-20 Nor. 1711 
Bolton, op. oit. , p.270; ^rors, Iasi 
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to receive "any others . 1 Presbyterians in Ireland, encouraged 

by this and the reaeabranoe of old friendship, began to prepare for 
emigration and as soon as the war ended they started leaving the 

country. I 

Emigration on a large scale aay have been initiated by 
Protestant Dissenters in Ireland, but it soon attracted the attention 
of other persons who strove to keep it going, shippers, of oourse, 
were quick to realise the potentialities of a steady passenger trade 
between Ireland and the colonies. The following adrortiseaent, 

which is the earliest that is so far available, appeared in a ft i b lln 

(29) 

newspaper in 1 71 9 * 


10 Sbb. 1718-19 





:, xhe good Ship call’d the Friuce 
Frederick of White-KaTca, Burthen 
about 180 Tuns, being a Hew Ship 
*nd well fitted, kr* John Hicks 
Cooaaader, intends to be at IXiblin 
about the middle of Fbbruaxy and 
Steady to for Boston in Hew g 
England about the 15 of harch* ibis 
is to giro notice that if any Person 
or Persons have a cdLnd to Transport 
titeaselwes or Family’s, to the 
aforesaid plaoe, they aay be 
accommodated on Seasonable Toros* 
And if any hare a mind to e ng ag e 
theaselres as Servants for a Term 
of Years they bare all due 

inooura^eiaeat by Hr* Jiliiao 
iiitohinoon horohant in Dublin and 
kr. Janes Arbu Okies in Belfast* n 


indicate that an 


upetus to ©ndgrntion in tne exgnvot 
The outflow of emigrants frou 
appeared to reach its peak in 1720. 
Robert Teaple’a fire ships reached 3 
had sailed from Cork and one came f 


Baldterston, daypoole. PP-201 ; 232-5. 


0*Brien f k '****»”• pk***- pp.w-'n 



described as oostJly ‘Trotestaat families", often poor and already 
absorbed in linen aamifacture. The first great aoveaent from 
Ulster was now under way and a ©counted for aaay of these. 

After 1720 the aadafe-s treaa of emigration fVoa Ireland change 


! 


42 , 


( 35 ) 


clearing centre for the con ti ne nt al empire. moreover, owing to tie 
iiavigatiaa Acts, direct trade between Ireland sons of the "nl t t 
/ waa restricted so that emigrants for the southern colonies, la 
particular, had to pass through Philadelphia. Therefore, 
although «a^y Irish emigrants set sail for “the f aaous City of 
P h ila d el ph ia " , not all of then settled in ftnmjylvaaia.^ 57 ) 

Xn the late 1720*s a recession in the linen trade together with 
f a a iae aist have given satisfaction to all those who were seeking 
to promote emigration xVoa Ireland* Then so aany peop le left 
country that in 1729 the Privy Council proposed that emigration 
should be stopped exoept under licence* 1 
was stated to be "in a foment",* 

leaving the south of the country in nuiabers sufficient to oause 
a nxie ty* An address of Protestant Dissenting iSnisters of 
and the South of Ireland to the King in 1726 points out that — • 
to the religious Test nary Dissenters connected with the 

es 

industry, "which is the principal support of this nation, and la 

which they have a very considerable share", were emigrating to the 
(40) 


(^ The north of Ireland 


( 99 ) 

v 1 but Protestants were also 


colonies* 


i 


§ 

I 


i 


35. 

36. 

37. 


38. 

39. 

40. 


M. J. O'Brien, "Shipping Statistics of the Philadelphia Custom 
House 1733-74", Jn.Aa.Ir.iHst.3oo. . Vol.AXU. 

W. L. Saunders, The Colonial Records of horth Carolina. V, 
Pnefaoe, pp.xl-xlii. 

-.dvertiseaent in Baulkner's Dublin Journal . Bab* 17631 
"flourishing" is an adjective that occurs acre frequently. 

Acts of the Privy Counoil* HI, 205. 

Boulter, Letters* I, 209-10. 

Address of Protestant Dissenting Ministers of ft a b l i n end the 
South of Ireland to the Xing, T.3.P.I .. June 1727 to Deo. 1729, 
T.659, PP.20-3. > 


Indeed, available s hippin g sources indioate that heavy 
coloration took plaoe from Dublin in 1729, most of it to iteiaaylvinia. 
It is known that Quaker emigration reaohed its hci^rt in that 


year, 


(41) 


It is unlikely that Quakers accounted for all of thia 


em i g ration from I Xih lin , bat 1729 emerges as the year shea emigration 
from that port to the colonies in the eighteenth century roadbed its 
highest peak* At least fourteen vessels are found to have — 
or were advertised to sail with passengers from Dublin to 
Philadelphia alone. ^ 

Not all the emigrants who sailed from Dublin in 1729 
to that neighbourhood or even to southern Ireland. The "Nathaniel 
and John", for instance, had taken on 150 passengers at Londandarxy 
before coning to IXiblin whence it sailed for Pennsylvania.^ 1 ^ In 
the same year the "Hibernia" had come to Dublin from Waterford before 
sa i l in g to America. It was not unusual for ships to oall at 
more than one Irish part to pick up additional passengers or freight* 
Some ship-owners and masters appear to have had connections With two 
or more ports. Diversions right also be made for the ooovwnlenoe 

of influential passengers; and there were a few cases of emigrants 
changing their minds when already at sea and having to be landed at 


another port. 


(46) 


41* Lyers, I immigration . p.4S. 

42* Appendix C. 

43. Dublin Gasette . 12-16 Aug* 1729. 


44. Ibid., 2-6 Sept* 1729. 

45. Dublin and New* y were often I luted in voyages to and from America; 
the "Eewty Bosket", for example, sailed from either port, Appx*C* 

46. "Extracts from the Journal of Charles Clintan kept during a 
voyage from Ireland to Pennsylvania, 1729", The Pennsylvania 

11 m vac —A. ^ M Wi ^ ,^»«> Vt** V W*f 1 1 1* ~ 




appendix G. 

Pup's Oc cur rences . 26-29 Msy# 1733# 31 0®o» • t- Jan * **734. 
Dublin Daily Advertiser . 14 Jan* 1736-7. 

rht) ifkih iin Courant, 13-17 Aug. 1745* . 

PTTr^Sbe 7^£I<»S^S^S^SSL2SS^ 1 956, pp.242-6. 

K. L. Jensen, The aarltjLaa oofl asroe of PQlqpIgj: /^afelgj: 

1963# p.9. . . «, , 

Oust oca 16/1 . P.R.O., Londonj Jensen, op.oit. , pp.U4»*/. 
Flaxseed trade prctoabl y began in 1730**# ibid. 


In the 1730's ealgratian froa Dublin continued with Pennsylvania 


still the leading destination* 


One sign of Dublin's growing 


caanectians with this colony was the appearance in 1733 of a new 
vessel of 240 tons owned and contended by "Citisena and Inhabitants 
of IXiblin" and na a ed the “Bonn Galley". It had ’’exceeding good 
aoooonodation for Paaseagwra'*,^^ but its career, for some reason. 


was short, for It was advertised for sale in 1737 . 


Another sign of Dublin' s interest in the oalnland polonies was 

r. ; 

two Inns, used as shipping aganoios, one on John's ;uay and the other 

* *■ 

on Aston's *uay, and both called "The Hew York and Philadelphia Aras”. 
In the 1730 's both these colonial ports were beooadng competitors In 

(51 \ 

supplying flaxseed for the Irish nertoet* w * The flaxseed trade is 


beoooing competitors In 
The flaxseed trade is 


often cited as a link with oxaigrations all Pennsylvania's exports of 


flaxseed went to Ireland* 


However, although Hew York often sent 


greater quantities of flaxseed to Ireland Phila delph i a r eg a ine d the 


acre popular destination for emigrants* In ftust, Irish esdgrsnts 
had started to flock to Pennsylvania years before the flaxseed trade 


be cane important. 


45 . 



In 1735 li«w Tork, In an effort to attract rare iudgrants, 
cade a generous offer to Irish Protestants of l^nd at the very odd 
&nn\s&l rent of one shil ling and ninepence farthing for eve ry hundred 
acres, The land had recently been purchased from the 


and ships ware declared to be ready in harbour far intending 

eaigrants, 


Letters fron successful ead^r-anta to people still lingering in 
Ireland no doubt also encouraged the soveoent westward, but there 

seen to be few of these. It is known that Wuaioers wrote letters to 

(56) 

fell or?— Friends in Ir elan d v ' and oany other emigrants uust hove 

4 

literate. Yet, even if nore letters were to be discovered, they 
^culd need to be viewed with caution, Shipping and colonial agents 
were known to have dictated and even invented letters fron settlers 
in Aaerica in order to attract core eaigranta, One letter 
purported to have been written by a Scot scan in ISew York belongs to 
this tine, There is "no scant of Breed bore", he wrote, "this is a 
bonncy Country"! "here aw that a inn works far is his ane"| "there 
is servants cone hers out of Kreland and hae serv'd their Tine hare. 

in w 

f 53 1 

wha are now Justices of the Pbeoe", w ^ / Whether authentic or not. 


the letter, obviously dictated, curlingly indicates that there was 


55 

56 

57, 

58, 



25 Jan. 1734^5 



in the colony. v 1 .About thirty Irish families shortly afterwards 
settled in. North Carolina on the lands which had been granted to 


Dobbs 


pfT)*p I 

u rrg 

l*TV5V 

**■ 






very conveniently fitted into a achene to settle Nova Scotia 
was announced in 1750* The proposal was that thin colony, forcer 1: 


p,2f92» 

21 3* U6}, P.R*0, 


1201 




SGO IH&ZCASiaiS OF tie hatubk and 
V0L0«4S OF FASSiSteSR TRAFFIC. 1740-17 


The anticipated war with France began in 1740* Gn» of the 
first consequence a was an abrupt, but temporary, obeok on emigration 
from Ireland. lick argoes rate plaoed an all outward bound weasels 

'.'I • 

"until His Uajesty* s fleet is oanned" and also until arrangsoents 
had been made to protect ships oarxying provisions to the colonies.^ 


T/1A/12. The Irish Book . IX, P.R.O., pp.167, 190. 

Qbs expedient that was tried daring this war mn of shippij 
provisions from Cork first to Southampton, there to be trm 
shipped for the Atlantio Tqyage under oarroy ,, Ibid. , p^Z4^ 
H. Drake, "The Irish Deoographic Crisis of 1740-1 , ^istoar 
Studies. VI, 1968, pp.105-22. 

Davis, rlnali s h Shipping, pp.31®*1°. 




49 . 



Advertis e me nt s , eren if fewer in number, oantinued to appear 

in the IXiblin newspapers. Although may merchant-passenger ahlpa 

in those tines sere mounted with guns, eren in pe&oe tine, intending 

passengers for the "Duke of Cumberland", hound from Dublin to 

Virginia in 1743* oust have been reassured and perhaps excited by the 

information that it carried: 

"ten Carriage and ten Swivel Guns, and Ifen 
in P rop or tion, with a Letter of jerque to 
cruise against the French, and Spaniards". (5) 

Present knowledge of emigrant shipping from Dublin in those war 
years, however, suggests that fewer people travelled as passengers.^ 
If it had not boen far the increasing business of transporting con- 
victs, shippers night have had a very lean time between 1740 and 
1748 .( ? ) 

% 

After the war, the passenger t r&de evidently revived as the 
colonies sent out fresh and more urgent appeals for settlers;' 

The reoent threat to their security and tho atatus quo restored by 
the peace t eras wade then apprehensive of another con fli ct in North 
America. It was now vital that the frontier regions should be more 
heavily Banned the aainland colonies set no limit to the number 
of people they absorb. Efforts made by shippers to fill their 

vessels were not in vain between 1748 snd 1756 Ireland provided 


aaay n ew settlers for the British possessions across the Atlantic. 



7. 

8 . 





la 1753 a Dublin newspaper reported that 55 ships had sailed 
in that Tsar from Waterford and Boss to New England and Nova Sootia 
with over 1,000 people, mostly Protestants.^ 10 ^ Newspaper reports 
can be inaccurate, especially in quoting figures, but here, at least 
the arithmetic is credible, for 35 ships could carry 1,000 people. 

ms jnfWtd an extraordinary volume of emigration to have taken 
place from a southern Irish locality within the space of one year. 

It may well have been a unique ooourrenoe. Ita cause, according to 
the report, waa "Dairies and the Want of Till age" which, in the 

furl /vf* . flOtlld h&TC bOC& eXtCHSiVC. iS S 


•a Dublin J< 



. 51 . 

Meanwhile, the efforts of Arthur Dobbs to promote the settlement 
eoonouic wealth of the British Ilqplre continued* In 1754 he 
himself emigrated as Governor of North Caroline, to be welcomed there 
by another Ulsterman, Matthew Rowan, President of the Council. 

Some emigration from Dublin and the Vest of Ireland, as well as from 
Ulster, to that colony probably owed something to their influence* 

• I 

In 1755 the "Buribu ry" bound for North Carolina was scheduled to oall 
at Killala after, sailing from Dublin and there were agents In B a l l inn , 
Castlebar and Castlecaoncr*^ 1 ^ There ms obviously some sort of 
organisation here, but exactly who or what was behind it is, at 
present, uneertain*^ 1 ^ 

After the renewal of war in 1736 the traffic in passengers 
w gHn declined somewhat - although they were still offered plenty of 
encouragement in advertisements* In 1758. the to pi ca ll y named " K i n g 
Frederick", taking provisions for H.M. Faroes from TX ab lin to New 
York, offered accommodation f or a fbw passenger*/ 1 ^ In the same 
year Trey of the "Hibernia", sailing from ltablin to Philadelphia 

and New York, was to announce that because be bad "several 

passengers of distinction" on board, he would not take say convicts* 

In that year too the "Ann and Rebecca" , bound from TX t bl in to Antigua, 

13. 

14* 

15 . 

16. 

17. 


V. L. Saunders, ed*, Uayerds of North Carolina, Vol.V, 

Prefaoe, pp.iii-iv. _ 

FAulkner'a Dublin Journal, 5-8 My# 1755 * 

A aettleoent of "Indnetrloue o 

be relevant here. T“" * fr””* 3 - 29 *** ~ 8 

Ibid., Sept. 1758. 

Pup's occurrences, Aug* 1758* 
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and equipped with gun* and a letter of marque to e raise against 
the ftench, had rooa for passengers* ^ 


Although shipping losses in this 


less severe owing 


( 19 ) 


to greater and more efficient protection, V7 ' there occurred at least 
one malar tragedy involving emigrants from Ireland at this time. In 
1 761 the ”IXike of Tuscany" , whi o h had eighteen guns, was bound from 
Waterford to Newfoundland when it was attacked by a French privateer* 
The "Tuscany” exploded and out of 211 people on board, all except 
Captain Bower and four other persons were loet*^ 20 ^ 

As the Seven Tears War drew to an end the passenger t rade from 
Dublin and other southern ports appears to bare revived quiokly* 


From then until the American War of Independence it 
( 21 ) ^ 


interesting 


proportions * * There was undoubtedly suoh to en cour age it on both 
sides of the Atlantic* The opportunities for expa n si o n by the 
British polonies in North America wore greater then ever and many 



more settlers 


needed* In Ireland, although the econosy 


expending, the papulation was also incr easin g at a greater rate than 


before* Boonooio difficulties, therefore. 


more keenly and 


widely ftelt when they did occur* 


The 1760*8 in Ireland 


notable for agrarian di s con te nt. 


especially in HUnster, the Whitoboys created terror* Hue the 

specific grievances were high tithes, raob-rsnts, the hearth* tax and ^ 


Fbulkner** 
Davis, EdjC 
Dublin 5oS 
Appendix C, 


to Journal. ia«. ip8. 
Shipping, pp *516-1o. 
25-27 1761 . 


( 22 ) 

enclosures. The potato crop failed In 1765, as did the grain 

harvest in 1766 and 1767, and beggars again flocked into ft»vnn City, 
a sure indication of deep distress in rural areas. The steady 
growth of l in e n manufacture in these years ensured that azy recession 
in the industry, however temporary, threatened the prosperity of 
growing numbers of people. The major depression of 1773 caused xauoh 
emigration from linen manufacturing areas in the south and vest of 


Ireland. 


(»•) 


Bertseon tbs years 1762 and 1775, in fast, tbs oolonies 


received their heaviest ever influx of immigrants from Ireland. 

In the early 1760*s several large-scale plantation seheraas 
brought more Protestants from Ireland to Hew fork. In 1763 John 


2abury and 2J*. others, who 


said to have come ftoa Murick and 


belonged to the established church, presented a petition for 25,000 
acres in Albany "for the purpose of fuming an immediate settlement 
and for the introduction and promotion of the lin e n and heaqpen 
manufacture In the same year William S ill H a n d of Near fork 


In the 


city petitioned for a grant of 60,000 acres "for the settlement of a 

( 26 ) 

number of families daily expected from Ireland. 1 In 1765 a 
surrey was ordered for 34,800 acres for Bcfcerfc Harpur "for the 


22. E. Curtis, A History of Ir^ y*. London, 1961, pp. 305-6. 

23. Cal.H.O. Papers. 1 760-5. pp.630*1 I Dublin aerqugg , 10-14 1W>.1767| 

17-21 air. 1767, xefsreaoes to Imparts of wheat and flour ftom 
the colonies; Boston Gasotte. 19 Oct. 1767} Ptlhlin 

Journal. 12-15 July. 1766* 

Crawford. "Idncn Industry", p.30. 

25. Cal .New Yog * Pa ws 1&b>3-ie03. P-318; M. J. ^ , 

"Grants of to Irish settlers in the Ikcvinoe of Mem York , 
Ja.A.I.Hiat»Soo» , T0I.UV • 

26. Cal .New York land Papers, p.324. 
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accommodation of sundry Protestant families from Ire land". Harpur 
ms p l annin g to transport 200 families within seven years. It 
is zxot known where all these FTotestant families from, but in 

the 1760* a there appears to have been sons regular passenger trade 
from both Dublin and Gal way to Hem To xk.^ 2 ^ 

The sparseness of records nskes it difficult to assess tbs 
passenger trade of Cork with the colonies. In 1769# however, it 
oertainly was exceptional. At least 20 passenger vessels wars 
advertised or were reported to have sailed in that year alone* 
chiefly to ports in Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. ^ 

Agrarian discontent in ttmater cannot entirely account for so auoh 
emigrant traffic. It has boon observed that a sudden rise in the 
volume of emigration from eighteenth-oentury Ireland was usually 
associated with some industrial failure. There are reasons for 
believing that many of the emigrants of 1769 were textile workers. 

In September of that year the Lord lieutenant of Ireland wrote to 
Viscount Weymouth that no leas than 3*800 loons had, within a fbw 
years, f allen into disuse at Cork and Its n e ighbou r hood owing to 
the illegal importation of calicoes etc. f row Indi a . He added that 
cany of the unemployed were starving and may others had emigrated 
to France. 

- — A J 

27. Cal.Kcw York land Papers, pp.3* 7* 320-1, 359. 

28. Appendix C. 

29. Ibid. . . 

30. S.Pd6V430, P.R.O., p.85| s wonufaetory jt Do^ias near Cork 

produced sail-cloth for tbs hows asrkst, ft - M T Ana rii i 1 n~ **79« 
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There is also, in the newspapers of that tine, a hint that 
Homan Catholic landlords or merchants were now emigrating from Ireland 
to America. Several cryptic and. possibly related statements were 

published. In 1766 "some Gentleaen of Fortune” were reported to 

* * 

be trying to obtain land in the colonies which they intended to 
settle with people from their own estates^ 1 ^ - surely not an 
occurrence in that age. Two years later, however, a more specific 
report stated that "Irish Papists" were rumoured to be "selling 
their Estates in great numbers and retiring eve r y Day to the continent 
of America, where they can exercise their religious Principles 

unmolested • a cursed Falsehood without any Foundation”, The 

\ 

closing denial presumably applies to religious toleration for 

Catholics in the colonies and would be expected in a journal 

(32) 

published for the Protestant Ascendancy in Ireland. ' In 1770 
the "Dublin iloroury" was even more infnrnative: "We lean from Corks 
that a xnucer of Rosnn Catholics of that plaoo are selling off their 
estates and effects in order to retire to America". The heavy 
emigration from Cork in 1769 probably owed something to this 
movement too. 


It would have been surprising if the very people who had bene- 
fited from e™-***™-**! contacts with the ooloniee over a long period 
should not have considered emigrating to them for some reason. The 




pi 


were considered to be too genteel to share shipping aoconaodatioa 
with convicts or indentured servants* Ho servants, except private 
ones, were to be taken in the "Countess of Donegal" bound from 
Dublin to Hew York in 1767/^ again in 1769^ and in 1774,^ 
nor on the "Bari of Chathan", Dublin to Philadelphia,^ 41 ^ and the 
"Lovely Jane", Dublin to New York, in 1768*^^^ nor in the "John", 
tv , vi 4- *•»* 4 « 4 T 7 K ib-5) qq board the "Sarah", Dublin to 


Dublin to Virginia, in 1775* 


Philadelphia, in 1773, were 20 dosen of ftrench port and white wine 

„ (44.) 

far "the sale use of the passengers. 

While there can be endless speoulation as to who were all these 
wealthy and Influential passengers, the indications are that most of * 
the emigrants were far fkoa affluent* One of those "Gentlemen of 
Conoequenoe" who had emigrated from Ireland, when writing from Hew 
York in 1774, evidently thought that most of the Irish whom he 

/jLt\ 

observed pouring into the oolonles were poor peasants. Allowing 

for the font that people who had spent nany weeks on board a small 
overcrowded «Mp would not be looking their best, their is^poverished 
appearance owed raiph to the serious indus t rial depression of the early 
1770*3. In those tines once the scuroe of in com e stopped it did 

38* Faulkner* » U ib li o Journal* Feb* 1767* 

39. Ibid., Mar. 1769. f 

40. Ibid*, Apr. 1774. 

41. Ibid., June 1768. 

42. Ibid., 27 Aug. - 1 Sept. 1768. 

44. Latter from the Custom House, Dublin, 25 June ^773# £ils&^2i£* 

45. "iattar ftra'at SwitlUM Of 0 mtMWi * 

Mttlod .t K«r Tort. d.t.a iloi.Jart. za^A. Vn£.tot4m tarthM- 


in Dublin", 




designed to ©any so many passengers and there ms t have been © 

siderable ov e r cr owding. Indeed, so naqy people wished to lease 

Ireland in the early 1770* s that there were not enough ships to 

(51) 

accommodate then. 9 


erdgration froa Ireland to the colonies reached its peak in 1773* 

The numbers of people arriving froa Ireland in that year were not 

only the highest in colonial history, but far e xceeded the figures 

for any other country. In four sooths, froa August to November 1773* 

6,222 Irish immigrants passed through pertain ports in North America. 

In the sane period the total number of iradgranta from England, 

Scotland, the Isle of 2dan and Gernany amoun t ed to only 1 ,4 56 at the 

same porta.^ 2 ^ In that suaasr no fewer than 3*500 passengers from 

(53) 

r w s — -a ■» iU* m. P a e > fi>4 


ixcy, 19-25. 104-141 0. Sherwood, Aggcdgan Cq 
Beoords. 2nd series, London, 1933. pp. 197-200 
Faulkner* » Dublin Joraasl, 5-7 July 1774* 

5>id., 23-30 Sept. 1773. , 

Cork Evening Post. 16 Sept. 17731 frwltaoi— m 

10-13 Apr. 1773. 

Haasaohuaotta Gasette, 22 July 1773. 



10-13 Apr. 17735 another m 
£•" '•*»"*» to Jjnerioa in the 

op.cit*, p.142. 
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London, 1882, 


pp # 17-18j 




contacted friends or relatives, but most of them sere really seeking 

someone with whoa they could s trike a bargain on acre or less equal 

terms. If a rc&emptianer failed in his quest, the merchant reserved 

tbs right to sell hin as a bancaed servant* If, by any chance, be 

had part of the passage money, this only had the effect of 

shortening the duration of his servitude* ^ ^ The redemption 

arrangement, being unofficial, was, of course, likely to be abused by 

either side* liaxjy stories mere told of hapless redeeptioners who 

were at the mercy of ship masters during the voyage or who de sp erately 

sought for someone to come forward with S3 or more 30 that they might 

escape indentured serrioe - for that was evidently the point of the 

redemption schemes. No doubt, ship masters too were cheated of 

their money by perfidious redeaptioners* 

indentured service system itself was often abused by eith e r 

of the contracting parties* Yet it had always formed an integral 

‘ (23) 

part of society and was regulated in every colony*' ^ 

revolt of servants in Virginia in 1663 probably did ouch to bring 

(91 > 

about i mpr oved for tics in the years to come* Never* 

thelesa, it oould not be described as a popular institution. For 


21 . 

22 . 


23* 

24. 


Smith, op.cit., pp.223-4; letter from .talliaia Addis to 

in England, Annapolis, 20 Sept. 1770* A * c * XA f^J od * * 

written by William hddis , Hass., W9, PP* &+ 0 * 

Smith* op* eit* , pp*1 7-1 9 * 226«*30* - in r ^ 

S. BancSSft, g frou, 

t he Continen t, abridged and edited by R * "* 
oa.57-6: convicts were blamed far this rising. 



pp«109“10» 
a «r, "Brit 

*. n, a 
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(29) 


tutoring was highly regarded. l&ny colonial pedagogues had 


\ 


emigrated as indented servants and, once emancipated, they could 

easily a reputation for themselves in pioneer coaaunities where 

( 30 ) 

educational standards had still to be c rested* x 

Nearly every advertisement for a ship taking passengers to 
the colonies offered accommodation for servants. Some of the 
advertisements were more specific. These indicate not only the type 

of worker who was most in demand, but also the st an di n g of those who 

\ ' 

indented. Tradesmen or craftsmen cone high on the list and included 
smiths, weavers, butchers, tanners, etc. Hurta n d aen and labourers 
were also particularly requested. In 1768, by whioh time the colonies 
had reached a high level of developoent, the owner of the "Haney" , 
bound from Dublin to Baltimore, offered special encouragement to: 


"all kind of Tradesmen and Husbandmen, Carpenters, 
Taylors, Shoaaaters, ^hselrights, killrlghts. 


Smiths, Weaver's, Bricklayers, Flaisterers, kil ler s . 
Coopers, Barters, Bakers, kllleaers. Cabin© tartars. 
Hatters, Turners, Tanners." (31) 


The colonial and revolutionary Blister rolls reveal these very 


02 ) 


occupations among the men of Irish birth. 

A few lists of servants who indented were published in Dublin 
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Zt is not possible to describe conditions during indentured 

service in moh acre than general terns. These inevitably varied 

very considerably from anejsonestead to another and ftw servants, 

particularly fron Ireland, appear to have written about their 

experiences. It is known that sone were overw ork ed and ill-treated 

( 41 ) 

and that sone lived like seekers of their master's family. > 

Conditions far servants were probably at their worst in the West 
Indies in the early seventeenth century but improved under regulations 
after 1660.^*^ In Virginia the indentured servants' revolt in 
1663, although blamed on convicts, can be attributed to harsh condi- 
tions. In fckryland, "the best poor nan's oountiy in the world”, 

servants were well treated and in Pennsylvania and other colonies 

* 

bonded service was oarefilly regulated to protect the rights of both 
casters and servants. The latter were to be adequately lodged, 
clothed and fed and, although they could be corporally punished in 
the nan ner of the age - 20 to 59 lashes on the bare back was a 
common punishasnt for major misdemeanours * "barbarous or Intiimne 
punishments were forbidden j servants who were badly treated oould be 
released from bondage by order of the courts. 
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Ctt the whole, howe ver , the period of bonded servitude could not 


have been as harsh as eoae historians have suggested* Servants ffoa 
Ireland had been going tc the colonies since the e arly sev en t e e n th 
oeatury and in increasing numbers. As the eighteenth century 
progressed, there uiat have boen many people in Ireland who had 
learnt about the realities of bonded servitude from those who had 
emigrated. She fact that skilled artisans and o raftsmen vers pre- 
pared to indent surely indicates that they did not consider the 
arrangement too degrading* Indentured service was certainly not 

suitable for family groups, for these Edgtxt be divided among 
different maters. Par this reason, probably, rather than absolute 
distaste for indentured service, some emigrants chose to travel as 
redeep tioners* The system was best suited to the young and s ingl e | 
it was these who were constantly in greatest demand and for whom good 


prioes were paid* 

T^Tservsart t rads was always a lucrative one for shippers* It 
is not surprising, therefore, that tbs unscrupulous among them ahould 
have resorted to the practice that was first called "Kidnapping or 
“spiriting amey* 1 *^' This had gone on sines those days whan ship 



masters first received payment for servants. Efforts to check the 
evil were seldom eocyletely effective, kidnapping of mostly 


l&ct *Am» Hist* , III* ®5« . * r» o* 1 4 - 4 672*. it 

Suith, op.clt. , pp.68-70! Geiser, op.oi^re^^ * 

tojs eatiasited that 10,000 persona were a nnual -y spirited amj 
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Doyle, Ikueliah in PP*5*2-14. 
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young popple and children froa Ireland to the onion lea, where they 
«ere sold as servants , becanc at tioes soswthiag of a soandal* 



■Faulkner’s Dubl in Joiugal, 
Ibid. 5 and 27-30 Apr* 1 ^ 1 
Dublin Courant. 7-H ^ » 
7-11 liar* 1743/9 J Ibid., 8 


Dublin J< 


T 


75 


4 

Introduced in tbs Irish Bouse of Commons to prevent "tbs pi — »h 

practice of kidn a p ping children and seducing people on board, ships* , 

after which kidnapping declined for a tlzxz,^ J 

In 1763# however, "the aid villainous practice" had r evived 

in Dublin, ^ 1 Che iaan, who was caught on Bogerson’a Quay with two 

stolen children, was taken to Itewgate prison "attended by vast imsbers 

( 62 ) 

of irritated people, who pelted hie severely with stones sad dirt", * 
In 1769, rather belatedly, a bill was proposed to sake Kidnapping a 
oqy,^*^ It would have been perfect justice if even only one 
convicted Kidnapper had been transported to the colonies and sold 

r 4 

into penal servitude, 

The indentured service systen also provided an escape route 

far debtors, especially, and for others who were r u n nin g away froa 

various obligations, as well as for escaped car d d ua ls and dbsertere 

fron the hrsaed forces, Such fugitives often indented under falsa 

n&Eec. It was not always possible to check the identity of every 

servant who presented m f* at tbs parts so & culprit <*s frequently 

(65) 

the hi gh s pa a before action could be taken. In **he colonies 

■& 

adventurers such as these were likely to be unsatisfactory servants. 
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servants , Irrespective of their religion, the attitude of may 
colonial govern neats was different and helps to reveal ho* munsrous 
Irish servants were* Since before 1689 Irish Catholic servants ver 


viewed vrita suspicion as being of doubtful loyalty and likely is 
aid tbs iVoach,^^ In soae colonies attempts were node to lialt 


rATgo of 17 * 16if *' 171 



with trade. 

The miner oua notices concerning runaway servants that appeared 
In -rfionlnl newspapers until 1775 indicate that a large proporticn 
of tbs fugitives aaa native Irish. Only rarely la religion 
notions!, hut the tern 'native Irish' does ooour frequently, as do 
references to speech. The Irish language «as still the anther tongue 
of ujst of the natives of Ireland and, la the oolonies, this eas also 
n __ dialect", Irish servants were 



to build iuacriea, 


celebrated Doctor Delaay, who, after attending rrmity uoa-cogo, 

( 75 ) 

Dublia, e&iigretod aa an indented servant, to ieryland i a 17031 
aad .ii-Uiaa Killaa, who oaas ftoa Co. Clare and aexrod ala tiae a# 
a tutor/ 76 ) xhe forcar beoare Attcuraey-G«D«ral of i**yli»d and the 
latter Chief Juatioe of Delaware. (77) Tboae two bad bad the adtan- 
of aad ao their aonioweseata were iqpreaaiwe* Ineati*' 

anhl a <.jr>po th* 'total anbiovcaoot3 of all thoao other indented ammtx 
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In 1703 the Irish Psarliaaent passed an set which authorised 


that persons convicted of such offences as stealing less than two cows, 
or less than ten sheep, felony of not less than t w e n t y shillings, or 
harbouring robbers, torlca and rapparees sight be reprieved of tbs 
death penalty and sentenced Instead to transportation to the 
colonies* She county sheriffs had the dutj of delivering such 


prisoners to any aerohent who was willing to ship then overseas* The 
nsrohant was to be solvent and give a bond of £20 as guarantee of 
Ms good faith* Within eighteen souths he was to produce a certificate 
of landing the oonviots froa the authorities of the plaoe, otherwise 
the bond would be held in suit against hia*^ 

It was a harsh penal system which could sentence people to 
‘%in 4 rh or transportatian three thousand itln ftes horns for such 
offences an a cow or twenty shillings* Tet it was typical 

of that age and caddied on the one that prevailed in fa ^a nd until 
the nineteenth century • 

Tdi«* the oonviots thoee tr on Ir elan d ware transported 

for seven or fourteen years, a fsw for lifs*^ ^ *n praotioe they 
•inAwrt cd for periods of tine • in Dub lin the lard leyor went to 

Newgate prison to officiate^ - and on arrival in the colonics they 
were sold as servants* Zhs transportation of oonviots, tharafors. 



Voi*I7. Dublin, 17$5» pp*45-fi) 
rol... 1760-15, H.JUS.O., londa 


Dublin Herourr 


in lists of oonviots who 1 
in ^ ff 1 **** and Scotland. 
- 20-23 Sept* 1766* 


sentenced to 



about the consequences of tariw end rspparees oewg ii mw a » 
the colonies, the Irish Ferlianant, in 1709* decreed a psyaoat of 
£5 to oerc&mts, or oasters of ships* for the transportation of 
ever-v convicted Catholic to the West Indies not subject to the 



the oentuxy they were likely to be less interested in transporting 
convicts, especially when the colonies theaselves were to 

their difficulties* In 1700, for example, Massachusetts had eneeted 
that every ship mater who arrived with passengers oust hand to the 
ouatoa house offloer a written certlfleate of "the mm, oharaeter 
and cirouastanoea" of eaoh passenger under penalty of £5 for e v er y 
ry » vm that was becLtted. ^ ^ Whatever the osuse, the gaols in Ireland 
were filling up with prisoners a w ai t i ng transportation j ^ ^ eove 
effective measures had to be introduced* 

Two minor acts in the series were pas sed in 1719 end 1721 
the latter enforced the death penalty on those who had 
parted escaped or returned before their tine had 

In 1726 a mjor ansndnsnt waa passed by the Irish Par'll* sent 
the none effectual transporting of felons and va^bonds",^ ^ 
direoted that a oontraot should be nade by the ohief nagistral 
a city or port with any nerehaot #10 was wi l ling to transport 
vista at the rate of 40 shillings far eaoh capital felon and 
shillings for eaoh of the others. The nagistrato ms to notify 
county sheriffs whose duty was to deliver the eenviots to the a 
together with the ap p ropr i ate noocy* This 
in the assises or quarter 
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Seven years ns the nil nl ma length of service for oonvicts, efaile 
oaoital felons, as a rule, were transported for fourteen years* 

For this alone, they often fetched good pxioes, sonetinss 

than did roluntary servants; t ho s e sho sere young end able sere 
eagerly bought for anything up to £20 per head.^ 20 ^ £he planters, 
t eere usually acre appreciative of oanviot labour than were 
eolflaiAi govenuaents. ftiliks indented servants, sho wars often 
penniless otr nearly ao, a fas oonriots ni g h t be affluent enough to 
bribe aerahants for special treataent or other conc e ss ion s on board 
«Mp and so provided another perquisite for Anerloan-bcund aariners 
Therefore , in spite of duties and other deterrents which sons 
cv-n rm-tai goverooeats imposed an the isq>crtetian of oonvicts, the 
contracting Merchants, after 1730, ' b * ea »tisfled sith 

their profits, provided that they avoided Pennsylvania. 

, Pennsylvania had beooae the distributing oentre 
servant traffic and sons Irish convicts sere at first 
Before long the originals aao n g then sere disturbing this 
oolony and in 1722 duties mr* levied on 
Provincial Asaaably.^ In 1729 the J 
to paaa another Act “to disco u r age the 
in of foreigners and of lewd. 


Sixty of 20 shillings ms then levied on all Irish servants and 
re&sfiptianers and a forfeit of £20 ms demanded for each alien or 
Irish convict.^ later in the saae year this Aot ms replaoed by 
one ^ ordered merchants to pay £55 in respect of each oonviot 
landed; £50 of tM* ms returnable on the good behaviour of a 

convict for the first year after arrival/ 2 ^ Womn mra exempt tro a 

(25) 

these duties • v * 

Since 1722 laerchants, shen bound for Philadelphia, had been 
evading the duties by landing convicts at porta in New Jersey and 
Delamre along the Delaware estuary* Conviota oculd then oake their 
own my into Pennsylvania. After 1729 the merchants found responsible 
for the original importation of these convicts mere liable to pay an 
additional fine of £20 for each one. If the merchants could not bo 
traced the conviota themselves mere o b li g ed to pay the £5 duty and 
£50 as surety* 

These heavy duties and ether obligations certainly discouraged 

merchants from landing convicts In Rwasyltmi* « d ********* 
the intentions of ths governments of Ores* Strain and Ireland con- 


coming the trazxspcrtation of Iblons. for /this reason 
bound to be vetoed by the Croan. As legation of 1729, J 
H ies that of 1722, ma never laid before the King for consent 


23* 

21m 

25. 

26. 
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Letter to tha Privy Council, 
Report to the Loarda of Coaaitw 
Acta of Pannaylvani*, *7fc2-3# : 
509-13, Appendix 15, P*50 3; 
9 Geo. H.c.6. 3tatotaa 



This latest Act was undoubtedly an attesfrt to deal with the 
serious vagrancy parables of that tide* Arthur Dobbs had consented 
an. the numbers of beg£pu*s in the Irish cities, particularly ftiblin , 
and Cork.^ 50 ^ In 1729, Joshua Gee, the esinent Quaker mercantilist, 
had suggested that criminals and the uneaployed should be transported 
to the. frontiers of the southern c o lo n ie s , "by which Beans those 
vast tracts of now waste will be planted, and secured from the 

_ ( 31 ) 

lang ur we apprehend of the ftrenoh overis tnnin g then • The 

government of Ireland oertainly received plenty of advice and 
encouragement in the matter of t ranaportatiou. 

The, who carried the eonviots overseas wers chiefly 

interested in the profits to be Bade. That transporting oonvieta 
was becoming acceptable and lucrative to then ms clearly indicated 
when rival groups of Merchants petitioned the Irish Parliament in 
1739 for the contract to transport Aslans, (toe group offered to 
oany convicts at the rate of £3 P« head. As a result, this beoaa* 
the now official rate, thus reducing by nearly one half that formerly 
allowed. (32) During the war years that followed the transportation 
of convicts provided them with steady business at a tine when 

voluntary ejadgration had slacken e d ■ ^ 

NerertheloM. the gown™* of Ir&rt— MIX not 
Jkl.j XI . XW. X m r M 1 rf nn of oonviots was being o arried out 
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significant features of it will w> cwuxaeu 

During those aowea years nearly 2,000 people were eentea< 
servitude in North Aaorioa, 1 ,920 mm* being produced bg 
Clerks of the Peace. (36) Of this total 937, or nearly half, w< 
froa Leinster, 5**2 from limster, 296 from Ulster and 11*5 from 
Connaught. They represented people of both sexes who hau been 



ocnrlatad of grand and petty laroeny, ahaep and eo* steeling, 
perjury, forgery and, most of all, vagreaey. The list* for the oounti 
and tome of Leinster, excepting Etablin city and county, contain the 
Mses of 243 transported tar vagabondage, 143 for grand larceny, 

14 for petty larceny, one each far forgery end perjury and 9 for 

offences. Tbs figures indicate that the largest proportion 
of Irish convicts was transported for vagrancy and ainor offOnoas. 

It is evident, however, that sons of the convicts were orininals. 

The figures also suggest that transportation was heaviest from 
those provinces where fto aa n Catholics were in a majority* The 
numbers of convicts sent from both Ieinster and faster were far 
greater than the naaber from Ulster. Ulster appears to have had a 
■w population, no « aw «rd«»d for twnoportation 

during thoa. .own oounty of th. to- of 

Protestant Juries thwurfiout the lend mj b « on po “* y *° 

oonrlot Cathollo», (J9) wMla tho gowrnuont oould hare had no rioh to 

drire now Protestants out of the oountry than wow riwody 
emigrating. The win purpooo of tho transportation minim-, a. ta 
England, was to supply the oolonie. with useful labour. It «a» 
probably not tho goTorrment’l Intention to reduoo the natiro populn 
tion of Ireland by tranaportatlon, hot in the p»a.Ui»S olrounot^e 
a disproportion of tho oanrioted aaw Sown Oatholloa. It onst also 




be noted that riots and disorders in Ireland were not wade capital 

(40) 

offences, as in i&gland, but regained adsdeaeanours at ooanon law' 

otherwise there would have been nose transportations. 

Fallowing the inquiry of 1743 sad until 1775 the transportation 

of oonviota IToq Ireland, no doubt, proceeded with greater efficiency 

than before. Judging by sons of the advertiseaenta, nerohanta were 

displaying wore alacrity. Captain Lowes of the "Intatiy", bound 

froa Linerixxk to Virginia In 1763, announced that he would "take in 

(41) 

Passengers, Convicts and In d ent e d Servants" - in that order, 

s-inff * the 1730*s, Dublin newspapers often reported details 
shout the transportation of convicts in its early stages. Before 
leaving Newgate prison in Dublin, convicts were usually chained 
together in groups of six. Each group was then led onto an open 
cart and carried through the streets to the quay where they wre 
laaedl&tely put on board. In September 1?66, for example, 17 

and 92 asa, having indented before the Inrd &eycr, talD8n ** 

15 carta to Sir John Rogerson*s «usy, where they boarded the "Hioto , 

(42) . • 

ooizaanded bv Cantain Sadth and bound for Virginia. ^ 4 ^ 


i 




Quay and Bogersou's Quay were the usual places of deportation from 


Convicts were also shipped froa Idaer±ok, Galway, Cork 

(44) 


Dublin. 

and Waterford during those years* There Is evidence that 

pih HA syspatly was atirred by those' transportation soones* The 
adjective "unfortunate" occurs occasionally in newspaper reports of 
convicts several attempts to rescue prisoners before s e llin g 
have been described* 

Trt %he 1760*1 end early 1 770* s the number of oonvicts sent from 
Ireland increased ocnaiferabOy for several reasons. In the ald-1760 # » 
beggars were be 00 sing numerous and so there were sore arrests 

fbr vagrancy. The Industrial devolution me ga ini n g moaeotua la 
and creating a deaand for cheap labour. The emigration of 
airirirtd workers fToa Ra g lan d was now forbidden and fewer people 


being sentenced to transportation in the ftifr t i eh courts, 
efforts of authorities in Ireland to provide labour for 
were, therefore, int ensif ied* &oie 
to transportation* In 1772 

the Irish Bari lament far 


45. J. W. lku£wai, "600180*0 Quay 
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( 50 ) 

of Alena". 7 So, at the Tory time when the colonies sere 
resisting imperial domination, the government of Ireland most hare 
been adding fuel to the flames by sending over greater mufcers of 
oaavicta. 

Some Irlah convicts sere taken to the Vest Indies, but st least 
ni n/% of the thirteen colonies which became the American republic 
reoeived thea.^ 1 ^ host of them offered at least offlolal resistance. 
That of Virginia, Maryland, Masaaohiaetta and Pennsylvania has 
already been asntionod. It is thought that in the end Virginia and 
iaryland accepted many acre convicts than did any of the other 
colonies. 

In both these colonies the tobaooo planters required large 
contingents of unskilled labour, • sp ool ally at eertain s e aso n s. 
Convicts with their long sentenoes sere often preferred to ordinary 
servants and, if bought in groups, they mx* sometimes cheeper to 
purchase.* 53 ^ Ko figures are available for the wisher of Irish 
convicts transported to Virginia, but it is noteworthy that the 
Attorney-General ms granted a salary increase 
dating from 1732 . because of the greater amount of 
burglaries and felonies cosmsitted 




i n r ^ ^ir»tBg the period when Pennsylvania^ duties sere in fbroe* 

Ckios they been landed and transferred to eiqployers, convicts 

fco\ 

nere classed as indented servants.' The r e f ore, after 1703* «n 
increasing ausfcer of Irish servants in the colonies were, in fact, 
transported conriots. This nates it difficult to determne Aether 
Irish servants were, as a rule* troublesome or wh et her it was the 
convicts aocng then who gave then that refutation* Pennsylvania a 
duty ays tea underlines the situation that existed 
colonial newspapers cany many reports of I rish m en , 
convicts, o os fitting offOnoes or breaking out of gaol* 

There is little doubt that convict labour eculd be 
in pioneer country, and, in oertaia colonies, like *aiyland, 
advantageous to the employer. Social and political problems, 
are not necessarily solved by removing ooriainals and malcontents 
from one port of an eopire to another. The governments of 
Britain and Ireland became perhaps too careless of the 
colonial goverrunanca. It ms one 


96 . 


comprehend th*n the implications of the Staap Act. Benjamin Franklin 

expressed the popular fueling e troagly: 

"their’ empty lag their jails into our settlenents 
is an insult *nd a contempt, the cruellest that 
over one people offered to another* * (61) 

It has been reckoned that at least 10,000 people were trans* 

(62) 

ported froa Ireland to tbs colonies between 1703 and 1775. 
consisted largely of vagrants and thieves and, therefore, were 
likely to is*ve belonged to the poorer classes, if penury is assumed 
to hare been a ooaaon cause of theft. In all those nusfcere, howewer, 
there must have been a considerable potential for dishirbanoe, 
whether social or political. The imperial government showed, 
perhaps, a certain short-sightedness in allowing so many canriots 
froa Ireland to be seat into the Aaerioan colonies. The ringleader 

of riots in Rhode Island over the Staqp Act was an Irish eonvict, v 

, (63) 

one Samel Crandall. 

It is not known how many Irish oenviots stayed in America onoe 
their servitude had expired, but it is thought that a majority 
remained in the colonies. Onoe freed they were granted the same 
dues and opportunity to start a new life as other indented servants. 

journey back to Ireland was e x p e n si v e. Many preferred not 
return to the scene of their original disgraoe and risk being i 
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63 . 



eokenod that about f?0,0CO convicts 

rit. Isles. ^ 

al.H.O.Fape rs 1760-5. re.609-*Jj 
Steeorda of t^colorx of^< 
a thought to harJTbeen a Presbyterian. 


Convicts 


transported again for some other petty offence, 
bad been heard to declare that they would rather be hanged, than 
transported * second ttas. Nevertheless , soae convicts risked 

execution by e soaping in the colonics and waking their way back to 
IrelandNbefore their tine had been served. One of the u ni n eld est 

of ttese was Thoms Carrol, who been transported for fourteen 

\ 

years for cow-stealing. He managed to return hone after ten years, 

( 67 ) 

only to be executed at Cork in April 1767* 

Thoaas Carrol bid stolen a cow, then a capital offenoe# Host 


of his fellows had been transported for what are now considered minor 



felonies. They 
were* in consequence, troublesom; 
Those were the ones who reoeived aos 


causO., .Do had been .Dipped in Dublin befbi. brfng transported, 
.as .Dipped in He. Jersey for burglary and finally executed at Me. 



Tori in 1753. It ia reasonable to suppose , homsver, that some of 

tba Irish oouviota «bo finally nettled in America reformed. They bad 
boen severely punished for their offences. Sinoe they had been trens- 

-- - - — ~ generally healthy young people. 

hopeless and those who 

sooethinx 



IKSLAHD AND ICL'wTOUTIDLAND HI THE 
N SSV3tfgS^rn{ AND SI&lCSgJTH CK.YURI5S 

While the Irish servant, whether he had come voluntarily or 

been transported, was becoming a coupon figure on the oa Inl a nd of 

North Aaerioa, every sunanr the Newfoundland fisheries were a setting 

for the Irish niGrant. Annual adgration of labourers, or s p al p e e n s , 

had long been a feature of rural society in Ireland, This oovenentj 

could, when work ms scarce, overflow to Englan d and, after 1600, 

also to Newfoundland. The latter migration grew considerably in the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

"eood Newfoundland fish" was brought flron 


99 . 



h&if of the seventeenth oentury. In the later decades of the oentuxy 
a musber of migrants eaoh year did not return to Ireland, but stayed to 
settle in Newfoundland, thereby attracting usee imrigraats from their 
native By the end of the eighteenth oentuxy, therefore, the 

Irish had beoome the dominant nation in Newfoundland. Others of the 
□igrants found themselves, by one means or a no ther, in the mainland 
colonies, usually Hew .hgland. She Newfo un dla n d fisheries played a 
part, , in bringing to North Auer ion a considerable number of 

permanent settlers from Ireland* 

Newfoundland, oould plain to be the oldest ■ hg'l ish 

possession in North America, held little attraction for prospectors 
in land or minerals. Several schemes for col o nis a t ion which would 
hare linked Ireland with Newfoundland were proposed in the early 
seventeenth oentuxy* but nothing oame of then. 


^ Newfoundland con- 


tinued to be largely the realm of fishermen. Its abundant fisheries 


wMoV. aansed the Cabots, were, indeed, worthy of exploitation. 
The for fish in Europe was such that several countries 

peted for a share in or control of the fish i n g grounds, so 
Newfoundland became something of a North A m eri ca n 


W 


£3 

s 
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to secure * aajor interest in the fisheries whioh was reserved for 

( 6 ) 

aerchants of the West Country*' ' Irish based ships were st first 
only permitted to bring Newfoundland fish frost the west of 
ports to Ireland* v/ After Nicholas Weston's venture nerohants 

■. *7 

Ireland, not without opposition, gradually pushed 
fisheries* ^ , 

Aron the beginning of Janes X's reign the Newfoundland fisheries 
were regarded as a training ground for seamen for the Bcyal Navy and 
this was to be the principle behind English policy for two centuries* 
The West Countxy aerchants were expected to play their part by 
recruiting fisheraen in E ngla n d. They, however, were to find it aore 


convenient and cheaper to sail light to Ireland, there to load with 

( 10 ) mg 

provisions and labourers for the season in Newfou nd land* Iria n 
labourers asy have been easier to Obtain, but their known fortitude 
aist als o lave weighed in the natter* Apparently indifferent to harsh' 
living conditions , thay neither sought nor eapected coafOrt* Because 
they endure the rough and tough life of the f i sh er ies better 

eud at lower »n the* the atfUeh the Wert Courtly rtippera porslated 
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took part in the adoration to Newfcundland* They left boas in April 

( 23 ) 

or ihy and returned usually in November. ' 

The response of the Irish to Newfoundland's demand for seasonal 
labour in the eighteenth century 

»n many m n^iw tantha of the tosponzy fl s lwBMi required* 

fishing merchants of Great Britain, particularly those of the porta of 

■ s 

Bristol, Durtoouth, TaiffiaoutB sad otters of sartb-wsat England Bad: 
wcll-ontabliated acacias in southern Irish posts for rioB i s lllag 


such that Ireland often «ip plied 

(2k) 


(25) 

(*■ 


their ships and collecting labour* 

Thsse developaents gave increasing displeasure to the imperial 
novernacnt . The nursery for able season which the Newfoundland 
fisheries had presented a century before had beooae a hive of 

Catholic Irish. Ifcst of the® were not interested in the nary, eren 

I . 

If t heir religio a had not been a barrier to entering it. An attecpt 
by Lord Baltimore to establish a Catholic colony in Newfoundland in \ 
the early seventeenth century had foundered partly because of opposi- 
tion by the ftew Protestant settlers, although later the Bonan Catholic 
religion had been brought Into the island by the French who oecupied 
part of it/ 26 ) Now a co^unity of Catholic Irish, which was growing 
larger year by year, had settled in the island. Priests also came, 
but the authorities suooeoded in baniahing then in the earlier part 


23* 

24* 

25. 

26 . 
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of the oentuiy*^ 2 ^ Officially, all but Boson Catholics had free 
exercise of religion in the English colony. Objections to the 
presence of the Irish in Newfoundland poured in, neatly frost the 
Protestant inhabitants. As usual, they expressed a fear that the 
Irish night c cabin e with the French and oust the English from the 
fisheries altogether. Thera were also many complaints about t heir 
conduct and efficiency; drunkenness, disorderly behaviour and idle-' 
ness being frequently aeationed/ 29 ' la 1731 oerehaats were said to 
be bringing over Irish convicts as servants. This is not unlikely 
and in 1738 acre justices were seat to Newfoundland to deal withjiia- 
tuibances attributed to "Irish Papists".^ In fairness to the 
Irish of Newfoundland, however, son® facts relating to the organic 
ticn of the fishing deration need to be told* 

The fishing fleet skippers were not always par tic ul ar in 
choosing their labour. At the Irish ports they not aerely recruited, 
but sometimes seised anyone who ms near; and It ms said that the 
jails were soaetiaea emptied for then. 


(32) consequently, among those 


who went to Newfoundland, wars a number of unwilling hands and also 

(33) 

too aany "gram man" who lacked previous experience or toe 
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26. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 
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a sdncrLty of labourers chose to stay 

;on. Sooo found work to do such as 

(40) 

^ « • _ _ - - - - — tm Vaafa . ' * 


there was not eaouga wor* w •*** 

a that lay between seasons.^ 1 ^ ftiriag 

■ (42) - 

and debauchery were said to be rife. 
inilcsa labourers oculd only subaiat by plunder 
«as.^ 3 > A nuaber of the Irish labourers safe 

to Hew England or o**** ^ nlfta d coloales 1x1 
c or penmnent settlement. In January 1774, &> 
I from Newfoundland to settle in Newport, Hhode 

(45) 

found as far south as New Jersey. 
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Waterford was even then becoming tbs chief oentrs for the 
Iwwfoundland traffic, end the number of fishing vessels leering its 
Karhmu* each season before long exceeded that for any of the other 
southern ports. For this Waterford's special geographical position 
ass partly responsible; its large natural harbour situated in tbs 
south-east of Ireland was conveniently placed far the fishing fleets 
cooing frost South Wales and Southern n gla n d. Fhrthcrnore, the 
itaaediate of Waterford, with the rich pastoral 

the Barrow, Hare and Sulr, oould supply provisions on s large scale. 
Waterford's trade in butter, beef snd pork expanded greatly after 
1700.^^ The pm oninnnno of Waterford in the victualling business 
was, in faot, attributed by one writer to "the goodness of the pork 
fed about this plaoe"#^ 2 ^ One day in the spring of 1768 there was 
seen in Waterford harbour . "upwards of 30 sail of ships, from different 
ports in England, there victualling before proceeding to Newfoundland" 
by reason of its share in the provision trade snd the adgration 
of labourers to Newfoundland, Waterford now ranked as the third port 
in Ireland after Dublin and Cork. In the sumaer of 17&5 
of vessels sailing from Ireland to the fisheries was publish 

of the newspapers. 



thousand who had returned to Waterford at the end of that season* 


Not all of these aea belonged to the Tfaterford area; they sight hare 
core Troa any part of the count xy. Before 1780 Arthur Young observed 
on the adgratioa from Waterford: “fro® 50 to 80 ships* and froa 
5*000 to 5*000 annually* They cone froa rest parts of Ireland* froa 
Cork, Kerry* etc."^ 

At **»■»» a fur the fisheries sight sail flroa Dublin; in 

(i 

1767* for ex&sple* 170 Irish labourers and fishermen left that port* ‘ 

Cork, h o w e v er * appears to hare ranked next to Waterford in respect 

of the Newfoundland adgratian, but only at about one-sixth of 

2h tiie season of 17^7* whoa sore than 4-*000 

(59) 

labourers sailed froa Waterford* 700 sailed froa Cork* Of these 
263 sere stated to have died in Newfoundland/ 60 ^ but this appears to 

have been an awwal occurrence* perhaps owing to an epldesdc* 

^ ) A sore telling inei- 


Waterford* s rate 


although sen were often lost in heavy seas 
dent took place in Rowecfcer 1770 wh a n 100 ) 
Newfoundland* were impressed at Cove* Tw 
but eighty were found fit for H*M* service 
- - ‘ ‘ ** ^ 


MgEWI* 1 ^ 22 1?67# 

Young* Tour. H* 184* 



300 persons a year* As early as 175' xt was rseJconeo use wireo- 
<juartera of the inhabitants of the sooth and seat of the islan d were 
Irish Catholics/ 0 ^ 

They s uffer e d little persecution in Newfou ndla n d , nor were they 

worried such by a l ack of priests and places of worship* In 1736 

Captain Lae, the governor, wrote that the 

“Irish Fepista, who are eery n umer ous are so happy 
that they hare not a priest az&ngst them, as I 
oou'd ever find or hear of* • (66) 

During Governor Dorrill’s administration in 1755-6 they did experience 
s obs persecution because the entire Catholic population us blamed for 
a murder that J»d taken place/ ^ Ihe campaign mas short-lived and 
their mufeers continued to grow, as did toleration of their religion* 
During Governor f*llieer«e tena of office 1764-8 the influence 
and numbers of Englishmen increased in Newfoundland, hut the influx 
not be checked* (66) In 1771 «was reported that the 
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SOm I5ATUI&3 09 TUB VOIAG-S TO AND 
ARRIVAL IN THE COLONIES 


Whether they travelled as passengers, servants, conriots or 
fishing labourers, eaigrants from Ireland to America during the 
n^4ai period mat have reoeired very sicdlar iaprsaaioas of the 
voyage* By modem standards ship a were strikingly snail. The largest 

r 

of those engaged in the paaspnger t mde at that tine rarely exceeded 

ge of 100 to 200 was m re usual and many people 
on vessels of sell under 100 tons. In 1751 the 
20-ton sloop, brought 22 servants from D u b lin 


"Royal Catherine 1 *, 

to New Jersey, to Gentian only one example* ' * 

Arw. g British awrinars in the eighteenth century a comfort 

ratio ms considered to be one person per ton including the ores. A 

( 2 ) 

vessel of 100 tons, for exaaple, u*wlly had a crew of twelve, so 
that its overage ©os^leoent would be 88 adult passengers. When this 
... 4 b freouentlv was - then those on board 


could only be a relative term* 
wealthy did not enjoy^the stan 


colliers took eaigr a 
Shgliah Shipping, PP 


Colonial Qffiee Rsturos, 
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were infrequent fro ; 2 southern. Ireland; vessels which used the shorter 

( 12 ) 

3 ore northerly route could soaetlues canage it,' ' but in those day* 
of sail very uuch depended oa weather conditions. 

Atlantic at anas, terrifying and dangerous though they *re, did 
not in iheaselves present the vrorat basards* A prolonged voyage 
could laean.that provisions ran short. Boring one very storey and 


long passage fTon Dublin in 1729 aoro than sixty people perished 
( 13 ) 


On another desperate ship from Ireland ca nnibali se 
( 14 ) 


through want* 

was said to have place* Sane captains sailed well 

( 15 ) 


for delays with extra stores on board. v J 1 Others were 
experienced or too ready to run risks, while there were 
who were so avid far excessive profits that they spent the 
supplies* These were the ones who isposed rationing froa the 
of the voyage 30 that passengers suffered 
thirst. ^ 

A certain dread of both orew 
illness breaking cut during the 
ms inevitably heavy. Cki the 
arrived at Newcastle, Delaware, 


G. «. Walton, op.oxv. 
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lioe so thick, espe cially on 


Loss horrifying, and probably acre typica 
the British Isles, were the expcrifsnoea of John J 

19. Smith, Colonists in bondage , PP ,215 ^\ 

20. Nettels , Aaarlcan oiviliaatlop* PP* 









Cbe at theta, arid the worst that hat oooe to light involving 
Irish emigrants, was that of Thomas Cuaalng.^^ He 
before a parliamentary court of inquiry in ‘1736 to answer 
naoo against hia by a party of people, lie and three of his brothers, 
owned a vessel called the "George", had, by the usual exaggerated 
of better prospects in the colonics, persuaded a nuatoer of 
Frotestants to esdgrate and talas passage with hin. First they were 

to pay a - ?•* ^ of nancy in advance* Then they were advised 'to be 
Dublin five or six weeks before the ship was iie to sail. During 
this period they used up of their regaining ncaey and consequently 

were at the neroy of the (Xisuing parly. After the vessel fi nal l y 
sailed, the passengers were subjected to brutal treatoent, and, in 

— ** — their Presbyterian religion was nocked. lucidly 

fr flf-y- to port by bad weather and a few of the passengers 

to oosae ashore and seek 
stopped by order of 
the inquiry 

obtained indenture foros and 
occasions , enabled o riginals to 
In sons respects the 

ezdgratioa and 


ash 

+*• 

- -I 

»b, 

KSs 
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kidnapping or outright robbery of passengers, but thay did involve 

a. 

practices; while even the iao«t e stianhle of captains sight 
occasionally find it expedient to ignore regulations. 

Another case at this tiaae concerned Join Triable, master of 
"Two friends", intending to sail from Carlingford Lough to 
IMladelphia. The petition ms brought by two s eaaaea who had ©on- 
to go with hia. Their deposition ms that the captain was 
to take 20G passengers, although the ship # o tonnage wii 
120 and had been advertised as 150. They also discovered that 
provisions were not only inadequate , but damaged. This 
was also stopped. 

«• . • «* ■% Wl _ . I, JLA *■« m AMrmA*! 't 4nf x 
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oonaacai transgressions, however, concerned the over-loading of vessels, 

especially with servants, and the inadequate victualling of emigrant 

( 29 ) 

ships.' Consequently, the, arrival in colonial ports of too as ny 
ship-loads of starving and diseased people, not always tv oo Ireland, 
hut frost other countries, became a serious problem in the eighteenth 
century. By the slddle of the century hospitals or quarantine centres 
were in use at the parte of Pennsylvania to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases. Several colonies also enforced regula tion s 

gr »mi « » 4ng the transportation of servants and the victualling of ships. 
Servants* sleeping quarters had te» measure at least 6 feet by 2 feet 
by i jr fteert per person, dimensions regarded as the minima for adults, 
that is, people over fourteen years of age. Captains could be 

fined for non-observance of these regulations. 

It was not always mrfners who offended, however. Fasseagers 
too oould bo dishonest and troublesome; servants sight also be unruly 
and convicts menacing. 'The ship oould be endangered by riotous 
behaviour on the part of any group. Severity of master and orew, who 
■ j a e*i*h»n be • ■ Justified. On John narrower* s 
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are many other samples which Indicate that a voyage across the 
Atlantic could be lengthy, but not cheerless. It is also difficult to 
believe that all those ship-loads of young Irish people could have 
been hulks of misery; Cap tain Atkiii a* "parcel of hearty, likely 

aaiWAnfs** PmiV ■ni.ina'fa +Ko yw-- 'l 


faros hod been paid could disedbark at once. Sone of then night be 
lu oky enough to be greeted by friends or relatives* fakers had th e ir 
Certificates of Bsooral and, no doubt, oany Presbyterians also carried 
letters of in t rodu cticn . liuiaerous newly arrived i^dgrants would sjtil] 
have to face a long land journey to their ul ti a a te destination; 
colonial land grants we re usually in the western reaches of the 
colonies* JRedcqpti oners went off in search of liberators, wh i l e 
servants and convicts waited on board until they were sold* Captains 
were known to do their best to renave all traces of gaol froa the 

Hhlv. itsn cif* iHffS. for tiST S S.TplC » ^ ^ intffltiOll WS3 
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to tho landlord of a tavern! ^ 

Indeed , all those who landed in that ample, but somewhat pitiless 

i 

itew World, where there ua small welcome for the weak, needed to have 
their tdLts about then. There were plenty of people besides the "soul- 
drivers " who were ready to take advantage of new arrivals. -Any 
iaJLgraats, no doubt, found that the realities of life in the colonies 
were far removed fros the dreac, but evidently few of them returned to 
Ireland. This and the S^ct that emigration from Ireland to the 
colonics increased rather than diminished during the eighteenth century 
oust have confounded those who repeatedly warned that all emigrants 

TO rc being lured eimy by f*l» proadeeJ 5 ^ No doubt, «iny people 

. . i _ *■«. lei.nHA wiAAii o.i?ai n» nor were there free 


exceptions included a few 
»ir own request with public money 
;s. whatever their diaappoint- 
miW in the c o loni e s, there to 
ire therv . unwit tin gly , helped to 
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THE RSGiHDia; AND AB30HFTICN OP UflCKRAHTS 
FROM IKalAHD IN COLONIAL A. ERICA 


the people who oaae from the nrltiaa xaxes 
be absorbed* What set bia apart is sometimes < 
Often easily identified by his stature and use 
he appeared as distinctive among the oolonial ] 
The fact that he was a Honan Catholic certain! 
nearly >VI authorities* even though h 

little chance of practising his religion* M®® 
had coae as indentured servants but this did n 
thav all oeasants, as at least one histar 
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they were disorderly. v ' In Ifewfoundland Irish servants sere onoe 

( 9 ) 

described as "the s cum of that Kingdom". 

It was largely for political reasons, however, that the native 
Irish incurred most Nearly all the legislation that was intro* 

duoed in a number of oolonies to cheok or lessen t h eir iamigr ation was 
thus motivated. Fears about their disloyalty to ft iglia h interests and 
their sympathies with ft r ano e and Spain were often expressed. 

" ... those of that nation whose hearts are against us", wrote one 
y>i ncn4jti ggy ei aor of the Irish in the West In d ie s. ^ ^ These fears 

were frequently unfounded or exaggerated, but during tines of war 
nn^ni authorities were genuinely ooaoerned about the attitude of 

>7 

the Irish. Throughout Aiaerica it could not be forgotten that froa 
1666 to 1668 the West Indian island of St. Christopher’s (St. Rltt’s) 
was in French lands largely owing to the action of Irish servants/ ' 
The Irish were, in addition, doubly suspect because of their 
religion. At the outset the S ngl t a h espire in Anerioa was designed 
to be an Anglican one, (l2) but, although no such religious unifawdty 
obtained, the expanding oolonies regained more or less ftroteatant. 

» and eighteenth oenturies Ito«n Catholicism 






_ / 


was feared and strong aoasures were taker* to prerent it gainin g 
ground in the colonies. To the Protestant authorities and settlers 
of origin it was the religion of the two meat men ac in g foreign 

powers, Prance and Spain. Tolerating Honan Catho li c ism was, therefore, 
tantamount to opening the door to the enei^y. In the event, it proved 
to be impossible to keep Boaen Catholicise entirely out of the Sagliah 
colonies but, at least, it regained a snail and ineffective force 
until after the American Revolution. This was achieved largely by 
forbidding xac entry of prieata, effective in Boat sol antes, and also 
by b.^4n e public worship. Attest, to curb tbs iadgmtioo of Irinh 
servants and ocoviots were of Uttlo avail and they ocntdnnad to 

7 ' ’ ■ 

arrive in considerable muabera. In order to understand the conditions 
in t2*y, as Honan Catholics, settled, it is necessary to outline 

the politic o-religioua background of the various oolo nia l regions. 

The situation in Newfoundland has already been described. la 
the of the i.’oat Indies where, according to Her. John Graoe, 

there were about 12,000 Irish Catholics dispersed in ^ 

crucial problems arose: the defence of the islands against an 
easy infiltration and conquest by the French and a decline in 






help from the "turbulent and dangerous spirits" among the Irish.' ' 
Here more than anywhere else in the empire it was essential to estab- 
lish «nwiena relations between the Ibgliah and the Irish* Owing to 
the efforts of Stapleton, Irish-born CathaLio Governor of the Leeward 

Islands, and others, anoh was done then to oala the p o l iti cal fever of 

(15) 

the Irish in the Caribbean, by allowing them freedom of religion* 
During the rei#i of James U the situation further improved; and in 
1688 the Irish Catholics were reported to be b uildi n g and decorating 
ohapela in Montserrat and St. (bristopher's.^ 1 ^ The Protestant 
Devolution and the Fenal Laws for a time eaoexbated onoe more relatia 
between the Irish and ftigllah in the West Indies* Nevertheless, 
although a minority of the Irish settlers continued to collaborate 
with the French, especially at the turn of the century, the policy of 
toleration was still urged, (be of Stapleton's successors. Governor 
Codriagton, iooag others, also repeatedly advised the Irish that they 
had to lose by opposing the ftiglish in the Caribbean. 
Furthermore, the West Indian ailitiaa «re now dependent upon Irish 
4 *. y-: — ^ k* of the white inhabitants in the islands 


la the eighteenth century fresh arrivals of Irish servants and 
convicts, many of then with bitter feelings towards the English, were 
a constant anxiety to West Indian authorities* During the wars with 


the french attempts 


made by 


of the island assemblies to 


prevent the iadgratiQQ of Pne»tn Catholics, but these achieved little. ' 
?ho Irish were now the mainstay of the white population and had to 
be accepted* 

The amount of religious toleration they were alloand was, 
however , limited by an enforced snortage of. priests* There wro 
doubtless converts to Protestantism and there ma a oonstant migration 


of Irish people to the mini and colonies, especially to Hew England 
in the wake of trade. Among those who remained in the West Indies 
the death rate continued to bo high. Another question is whether 
life in these tropical islands, whi ch, in colonial times, has been 

(2 

described as generally riotous and debauched, « conducive to pieiy. 

In Virginia there was no freedom of religion for Booan Catholics 
at any tins daring the colonial period. Although the established 
church here was weak and negligent and there was no organised persecu- 


tion planters snd officials wen, usually hostile to *»a Catholic!**. 
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itost of the Irish servants, therefore, were glad to sdgrate to the 

frontier regions once they had served their tine. Here, of oourse, 

they tnd no provision for religious worship. In 1717 Lt. -Governor 

Spotswood wrote to the Council of Trade and Plantations: 

"The inhabitants of our frontiers are generally coo- 
posed of such as have been transported hither as 
servants, and being out of their ti a e go out and 
settle thaaeelves where there is good land to be 
tatwn up and that will produce necessary s of life 
with little labour, ... they are so little o<n- 
cerned about Religion that the children of nany 
of the inhabitants of those fro ntier settlements 
are twenty and thirty years of age ere they are 
baptised soae not at all." (23) 

Within a few years the overall situation described here would have 

oianged with the arrival of Sootoh-Iriah Presbyterians, but tbs Irish 

Cathollos in Virginia continued to Xaok a religious bsofcgrmnd. 

In 0 entrust to Virginia, nhioh wa primarily s oosnsrcisl 

foundation. New England was largely the creation of religious refugees 

here, in the early years, it we not enough for inrigrente to be 

(2b) , 

Protestant ~ it had to be the right bind of Protestantism 
there eas no toderetion for Bo aw Catholicism. At first the No. 
Snglenders .ere able to preserve the Puritan exnlnsiTsness of their 
colonies, bjut even they had to trade and for® ooxtaot. rith the rest 
of the world. Their original opposition to bonded serritude and 

, ,.e„.( 25) The New Englanders, 





numbers of Irish Catholics in the mow ™giaoa 

Sheoretically they wore unweloooe and their uucbera increased but 
slowly. In 1704 tl» Attorney-General's subnission on a test os SO, 
involving a petition by the Earl of Idneriok for a grant of land in 
Be W was that a Honan Catholic oould hold lands in H.«. 

Plantations because the disabling statute of Willlan HI extended only 
to I--'- in ihgland, biles and Berriolo-oo-aeeed.^ 27 ^ However, wbm 
the Earl of linerdek. who had fornerly been Governor Thcnas Donaan of 
Hew Yor*. tried to inport Catedio Irish -*«•" for histend. the 
government of Eaaaaehuaetts Bay absolutely refused hisu 

Not surprisingly, religi«» ***** *" a***** 4 ** 1 * 1 40 

convert their Catholio servants, hut it is not kao« teet deffee of 
success they ted/* 0 Even here. h»ever. he^ility to Bo»n Catholio. 
and to the Iriah gradually wore away. Ibe Charitable Irish Soointy of 
Boston, founded in 1737, appears to have ataitted Honan Catholics afte 
1?w .(30) ^ a quarter of a century Jeter. - 18th >*“"**• «“ 

: v^.^ahuseUs. PP.1-17J Butler. "Convicte*. 
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anniversary of the Repeal of the 3ta£$ Act, oelebratioaa were bald at 
two Boston taverns. There being a nueber of "Irish Gentlesaqa" 
present and tbs preceding day being St. Patrick's, aaoag the toasts 
oheerftxlly drunk was ( T >f> to St. B&trlck and another to the sentiment 
"Ifey the Sons of Aoorioa and Ireland never be involved in slavery" . 

V 

Who exactly these Irlnh-Anerioaas were is not ioaown; on the far side 


of the Atlantic *11 those who had been bom in Ireland were wont to 


it. as their native land, but froa such a coterie the native 

T p< «th could not have been excluded. 

lfaryland, because of its association with tbs Catholio Earls of 
Baltimore, is often cited as a Catholic oolouy. This «aa so far fron 
being the oaao that for rest of the colonial period Honan Catholics 
had a struggle to preserve a lisdted degree at toleration. Before the 
end of the seventeenth century Protestant Dissenters accounted far 
three-quarters of dryland* a inhabitants 025 sod in the sdd^ighteenth 

oentury it eas reckoned that Honan Catholics forced no “re than ene- 
trelfth of the oniony*, population. 035 It -a. l*ote.tant *««*«• 
who doainated the popular asse*ly. Botreen this and the Honan 



thni in Proprietor there oas frequent oantentian over religious 
liry. 0 '* 5 In 1692 the Lord Proprietor, an sooount of Ms religion. 

,. for a ti». actually <*pri~4 <* 
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public imsa. This sets forbidden cy rena 
{mount la 1707. (6S) Sonan Catholiaa 
bo >«» «nA public ibm* ws not heap 
Joseph (rreatoa, s Jesuit priest, took up 



He built what is thought to bare been the first Boaan Catholic church 
in r^jnnaylvania, St. Joseph's in Walnut Street. A few years 
later a stone church was built at laacaster.^*^ These events 
occurred at the tiiao when the Pennsylvania assembly was trying to 
restrict the ioaigration of Irish servants, although not entirely on 
religious grounds. 

During the period 1740 to 1763, however, as in Maryland, 
distrust of Irish Catholios in Pennsylvania becaae acute. Several 
restrictive erasures were introduced, including the disaraing of 

( 70 ) 

Pnnwn Catholics and their exclusion fron the Provincial Militia. 
Certainly mny of the Irish laolsieiita eare disafflaoted and aoae had 

been responsible for political disturbances. <*> «* ■ bole » hOTolmr * 
Irish Catholics farod cocparatiTely well in BannsylTania. *»» 
Elisabeth iioGealey, for oxacple, end her par^r of serrants bed been 
"treated with such olrllity and respeet aa to be In a fhlr eay to 
arrise at all the happinaaa that country can afford ". (71 } Neserthalesa 
.. Cthollna sere too* to base heoooe (Juatore In 





"Somerset County (Maryland), & place pestered 
by hundreds of Scotch and Irish f a mili es who 

a -- . 1 Jt — Ak n Mir ® f "/ 7 \ 
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□euber s for, by that tioe, Pennsylvania , inr e spect of its population, 

(ac) 

was the most Irish of all the mainland colonies. 7 Sigaifioontly, 

it was a Friendly Son of St. Patrick who, in Philade lphi a on 8 July 

1776, was the first person to read the Declaration of Indep e n d enc e in 

public. He was Colonel John Nixon, grandson of George and Susan who, 

with their initialled sea*che3t, emigrated fron Co. viexford in the 

( 100 ) 


I680*s 



THK OT2BALL CdiTHEBOTIdi OF MGHAHT5 FROM 
I ISLAND TO COLONIAL AND RLVOLUTIONAJff AMERICA 


It is difficult to «**» an accurate assessaent of the contribu- 
tion red** by emigrants froa Ire l a n d to the North A m eri c a n c o lo ni es for 
several reasons. There is, of course, a great lack of biographical and 
other ante rial, not least about that indentured service which so aany 
from Ireland experienced. The fact that iaaigrants from Ireland 
belonged to different ethnic and religious group® i® not oftca di *~ 
dosed in oolonial and other records, while some of these even refrain 
froa amusing toe country of origin . 0 > There ere todeed may 
rcferenoes to "too Irish" - sweeping end eooetinee unflattering etete- 
aents or elnrudst oplnicon about their disloyalty, which otoaot el«W» 
be taken at face ralue. These aet be seen rather a. expreaeion. of 
Anglo-Saxon prejudice, Protestant bigotry or even official panic. A» 
for cnny colonial ohroniolera, they bed taoea the native Irish alnoe 
the early seventeenth century and ao wore ready to asaune that all 
those too cans froa Irel^rd auet be R»n CathoUes - no 
prevalent even today. In the eigh*«to century, the ^ 

nutoere of FToteetanta, including ind«*rf eervante. -idcntly P^ 
mny people - and on Inorenelng use of the ter» "native Irish" and 

"Scotch-Irish" any have helped to o larliy _ — 

“7“ r pTTT^^d^TiB roforeno®®^ 

1 ' who they were or tow* the: 

2 . »»ur * fm««tiy m rf *• utar 

colonial period. 






152. 


work can be seen even at the present day In those structures, still 

proudly raaintained, that date f*oa colonial tines. 

Hot perhaps until after ,hia release from indentured service 
did the unskilled labourer find hi m self at a disadvantage. There 
were not nany opportunities open to hia if all he had to offbr was . 
the labour of his hands. He could become an itinerant wage labourer, 
walking long distances to offer bia serrioea where extra help ~ 
required.^) This provided a precarious existeaoe, for. as a rule. 

an e^loyer could r^y on his “ 1 *” ti0a 

of "poor nfaitee" fron Virginia to other colonies in the late aeren- 

toenth oentuiy vaa thought to have included Iriah and ^ 

aas one of the first .=uu*lee of this hind of ‘ in America. 

Jha ex-servant eculS. despite the fact that he ni^rt he a 

, . militias. In most colonies the pay was 

Catholic, join the provincial mu 

.. + rMru±tialt officers were thsnieful to aeeept acyeoo *o 
so poor that recruiting 0 \ 

^?+ri/>ns and religion notwithstanding, 
offered hiaself , fitness and rexig* 

eighteenth o»tury certsinlj reveal that a high prop 

Mils of Pwmsyl vania, 
... labourers. The axster roixs « 

Irish-born recruits were laccxu^ 

^ that on avorag. *out Mlf of th. Iri^ -» 

for exacf>le, show there 

_ inbourers. 1° 000 v 

recruited in that colony f thsu 

in 1746, in^ 52 of the recruits wore 


8 . 

9 . 


Virginia, p.1«>J 

„ 4w- , 1966, p*33» 


Jomes, of 

Yfertenbaker, - 

American feoolfe* pp.f®^' • 


10 


152 , 



work can bo seen etea at the 
proudly maintained, that date 
Hot perhaps until after 
did the unskilled labourer find 
iere not nany opportunities open 
the labour of his bands* He 



teenth century «s thought to bet. included Irlch extent, end ^ 
ms one of the first oxsnple. of this kind of apaammt in Anerica. 

The ex-oerrant could, despite the feet thet he night he a 
Catholic, Join the prorineial nilitias. In nort oolonie. the pay 
poor tint recruiting offioor. «re thanks to accept^ -ho 
offered Mrmclf , fitness and religion notrtth»t»diag. 
mister rolls and other nilitary list, that «e oo^iiled inthsnid- 

eighteenth century certainly re»eal that a hi^i proportion of the 

, H> mister rolls of Fsnnsyl-ania. 

Irish-born recruits -ore labourers. She mu 

imlf at the Irishaen -ho -we 

for exanple , oho« thot on a-erago shout 

r n norimny wl twro 
recruited in that colony labourers, m 

... of Irish birth, 3k of then 
in 171*6, in which 52 of the recruits were 


8 . 

9 . 
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, aokaUl *«ld 
•nd ina»paa*nw 



lopressiroly • 


17 . 

18 . 

19 . 

20 . 

21 . 


( 17 ) 

indications that hers, as In Newfoundland and In the Wst Indies, 
there eere easy-going oonmnitlea of nstire Irish people, tart beoauae 
they lootoa ohurah affiliation or any other argmisaticn « W bare 
left few tangible reoortta of tho»el»... (18) After 171k, *«««•. 
the frontier s«o contained not only the feilnree and the wilder 
epirite of colonial society, tart elao nee •*«» <* ieeigreti® in 
ehloh the forceful Seotch-Iriah eere doataant. Their eeU-dooueeated 
history as frontiersaon obaourea that of the satire Irish. 

lB ^t, free IrtO^ -ta. ^ 

hoeerer United, usually fared better after serritude. 
vearers, brick- layers. coopers, shoe-oekers, tailors end 
sight hare been expected to find e^loyaent easily! the 
great and continuing need for all 

( 19 ) 

too joined the nrtlltU a 
not on account of 
In the habit of enlisting 
of a chanoe to escape tr oa 




155 .; 

In 1773 the preacher, Jonathan Boucher, stated that two-thirds of 
Maryland* s schooloaaters were indented servants or convicts who 
^ .erring out a tors of panal aerr^ido.^ So® of these, a. in 
.to colonies, wre know to be ifa. A fa. of then imo gained 
publicity by waning — y **« odourfully described: John Jones, "a 

smooth tongued palaTering ftlKm*! (23) **&' ’* 

folio., loves drink and «h« drunk in very iapudant and talkative, 

pretends «oh and M Uttl.^ (24) BU- ***** " m4 ° f 

. . . oraiae particularly his great abilities in 

speaking aich in his own praise, 

( 25 ) 

school-keeping"* 

A '• stated oooupati® «aa, of course, no gild* to 

industw or ohnraotor, but. in tb. cd®i-., mob dao depended up® 

.hat religion he profcsaed. In tbnt ^ » »o-n Oatholioim «« 

a- Catholics who lacked 

proaorihed by the imperial gorewnant, e»en Catno 

. . 44 . __ w difficult to escape from 

neither wealth nor education found it wry 

a position of inferiority anywhere in the empire. 

refuge, *r*-d. .here there .as a *-n Catholic ariatoora^y 

by the Calvert family. Catholic. *“ 

to 
the 



necessitated the rise of the xegaa. — 

la»y«r-l«d««hip la »«7l*nd «»» I* the 

era. (31 ) Dulaay, another eaiiumt Jurist «ho «aa a 

Ireland, has already boon am ti coed. Us had «» addi.ti<»al • a ™ 

of being a ft-ote.tant of the e stilish* churoh. 32 i. 

_ „ . , . a ffMat upholder of Engli s h law and 

General of iiarylani he ms a grea* 

(33) fasous son, Daniel Junior, *ho ms 1 

statutes. wy His even acre racoua «>-*» 

i, r , r ia credited with 

in Maryland in 1722, also hecane a laayer. 

elucidating too principle of -Ho *«— uith~t repreeentation 

«hea the Berolution oane ho remised a loyalist. 53» leB<a 

... „ of an Irish enigrant, and Charlo 




or descent 
tlon, A. Moisei, 

Z . . _ A 


publication, 0 . 1 950 f la 
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in 1790 7 ^ of the tot^l^^—---^ ^ 
225,000 people, were 
That of Agfciadowoy, Co.Imdonderxy, 

gSSS-^fSgg^Lg* ^ 

TSS^r^T^ 




Carroll of Carrollton, the grandson of another, fought under 
nscudonyas in the pages of the Maryland Gosefcte ju3t before the 

( 35 ) 

American devolution, is a weli-fcnown episode in Maryland history. 

"That great raoe who hare given to the United States whiskey, 
the Presbyterian Church and independence of Creat Britain” is one 
utairius estimate of the Scotob-Iriah. (j6) Their aohiweaeot. bora, 
per bops, rcoeived now than their too, but it i» gmerally recognised 
that they acre out of all proportion to their nmier*/ 57 ^ Shore i* 
little doubt that in obnracter they oere suited to colonial Aanioat 
they aide steady pionoore and vigorous frontiersmen. They arrived 
In the cnlonics, noreovor, eith very decided advantages over cost of 

the native Irish. 

They c a£8 to Aaerioa aostly in fsadly groups, many of then in 
response to various colonial landgranta that were aade to Rrotestant 
fa-dlies* In one oft-quoted instance part of a Ffceabyfcerlan congress 
tion, including aos» elderly people, accompanied their 
Aoerica.^ 58 ^ Yet another group of 



fettled in oagjunitiear 7 they seldom lasted loaders, uniuos zno 

l 

native Irish, who, before leaving Ireland, had been systematically 

deprived of theirs, both secular and religious. wherever they settled 

the Scotch-Irlsh raised their keystones of religion and education, and 

by tJsis forcing closely knit ethnic enclaves were the better able to 

endure pioneer conditions and hostility where it occurred, while at 

. (M ) 

the saze tizse oaJdng an effective contribution to colonial Aaerioa. 

During the eighteenth century the Presbyterian Chureh in the 
colonies quickly gathered strength froa the large inaaigra^ion froa 
Ireland. The deaocjatio structure of this religion as well as 

its inter-colonial organisation oannot be without significance in the 

political developments that took plaoe after 1763*^ ™ t unlftrin * 
religious fervour known as the "Great Awakening" which swept Aaerica 
in the aid-eighteenth century owed such to Irish-born Fresbyteriana 

neat.^ He established Log College which beoaae 

on© of the feeders of Princeton Tfciversitgr. * or this ftteshyterUn 
foundation, Tennant's son, Gilbert, who had been bom in Ireland, 
accompanied by aw. Samuel Davis wmt on a fund-raising tour of Great 
(46) ^ th. Seotch-Irish for religion and education. 


such as ><111 la 


oa, n, 597-e 
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Whether thoy can also olaia creaz ror mn om a 
is a or e doubtful. Certainly both tezspmmat and history aade them 
likely opponents of imperial domination. Th*y could also maintain 
a bitterly aati-£a«LUh attitude ahile jxrofeaain^ loyalty to the 

(48) 

Gram.^ met of then appear to have token the Anorioan aide, 
but indapenaanoe la no* o n n a i da r ed to he** boon inevitable and would 
ham 0000 without thw oootoh-Iriah. Mevertheleea, tha part they 
played in overthrowing the oooaervattm govermant of PeonaylWmnU 
in 1776 waa 01 ' nao aignificanoe in detersdaiag the oourwe ef .mBta 
at a critical «*-»t. (W) Iheir long experlonoe aa frontier werrinra 
alao aide then a valuable oilitaiy aaact in the awvdntionaxy War* 

Zto fighting qualities of both the natim IrUh end the Scotch- 
ing , m perhape thoir coat outstanding contribution to colonial 
and revolutionary Anorloa. «ny of the fon-r reach* the 
continent in the ar«d for... of foreign P°~" «d so- of then 
deaerted and saris their way into the British colonia. rather th» 

_ _____ (50) irKaawem is no doubt that, despite their xelifiion. 




160 . 

> 

ud in the colonies. After 1750, bower, Roa£tn Catholic Iriahaen 

(51 ) 

■ere officially admitted to the lower ranks of the British tray, 

Fron then until the Aaeric&n Rsrvoluticsnary lar, therefore, large cankers 
of tbea were aaong the contingents of troops that went to Ancrica. 

1 

Since **my of these were shipped froa Cork the rearuitoent of Irlahaen 

(52) 

was facilitated* 

She colonial jauster rollPf&r the ware with the French in the 
aid-eighteenth ooatuiy are also an indioation not only of now Luoh tb* 
colonies owed to their Irish defenders, but of the a-iount of xa^igrs- 
tiou that was taking plsoe froa Ireland. In these lists the country 
of birth, occasionally also tbs county or town, is usually Included 
along with other particulars. In Rwn^ylTsnlA, for maple, of 100 
recruits for a colony commanded by Captain John Shannon in 1746, 50 
had been bom in Ireland.^ Of 111 reemits for Saaael Berry 1 '» 

oo^w in tte so~ y~r 62 of IrUh birtb. (55i Obtain Iwot. 

alio in 1766. returned • U»t of 116 ■* of «**» 52 *d been bon. la 
r -,-, (56) Of 53 -on enliotod by C.ptein Jote Sin**- in *y 1758. 
50 ted tea bora in Irelnnd (57) and Of another 53 Joining Captain John 
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HAalet's eosgany 32 had been bom in Ireland^ a* Tork 
aiatar rolls reveal a similar proportion of Irishman re emits. 

Ml. a great any of these non *em of Ulster origin there 

also individuals fro= other ports of Ireland, daoag their suma«s 
there is indeed a profusion of do's and other Scottish patronyrios 
not all of vhieh belayed to Ulster-a. In addition to these i. a 
plentiful sdootioa of .hat are regarded aa native Irian naaea such 

w< » c.,1 i ivvori Qai*'jiiO'tS a DOBOiaiO* 3hOS t 

as Q’iieale, Q'lKJUBlXy, Pla nni g ea , Sul-Liran, imr » / 

Kelly, eto. 

Another indioatton of the large proportion of Irlahnan in both 
the British and colonial forces to in the nu*»r. of deserters. 
Whether the Catholic Irish had a greater tendency to desert is 
thing that cannot he proved rithmt -re exact inftm-tion. The 
recruit cent o^>»n Catholics, especially if they vere IrUh, 
at this ti-. diaoouraged and oven forbidden in aoaa of the ohloniM. 

Nevertheless, the detemination of Iri^««n to enliat. for one I~»« 

4* meant denying their rellgl®. toother with 
or another, even If it denying 

a, -a. — ■ »•“““* “““ 


( 59 ) 


53 . 


59 . 
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(63) whether 


When the Aaerlean Herolutianary War began in 1775 the rebel 

colonists fully expected an insurrection in their support in Ireland 

as w pii as in England* So aany and close were the ties between 

Inland and Asxsrioa by that tine that the Ix>rd— Lieutenant g enuin ely 

feared a rising a -mg the Presbyterians of Bister W, he wrote, "in 

their hearts are Aaerioans”.^ 1 } There were also at this tine reports 

( 62 ) 

of American agents collecting both asn andaraa throughout Ireland* 

!2hc Lord-lieutenant also suspected that, in vessels then leering Cork 
and Liiaeriok, «ere nuJbers of young aen, supposedly indentured 
servants, who were in reality recruits for the rebel any, 
or not it was their intention to take up area as soon as they landed 
this is probably what they aero cocpalled to do in the situation. They 
would then find thernolvos fighting both alongside and against their 
fellow oountiynen - perhaps another reason for heavy desertions. In 
April.1776 Captain Joseph Sibley of the 3rd Battalion of the 
Pennsylvania Troops, then in the service of the United Co1 ® 1 ^ 
reported 10 deserter. (Ton his conponyi 6 of then wire Irish. 

Whatever significance oey be attached to the deeertion rate - 
and in the British forces the penalty for desertion could be a 
thousand *ahea (S5) - both the military and the naval forces of the 
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involution d rew uadi of their aan-power f*oo Iriah iaiigranta. 
Cb^* contemporary eatiar.te was that about half of the American rebel 
arcy »o« of Irish birth. (66) 'The lens Hats of Irish one Soottioh 

n«* 3 in the Beroluticnaiy arohires (67) ore not In theno tires oonolu- 
sire er ih , but whorerer mre detailed infcnntioo occur, the eloin 

"r 

beooaeo acre oonriacing. In the roll of Saa>el Hay*e oonpany in 1776, 
for exa^le, rexy fbw birthplooeo axe stated. only those of tm, . 
sergeants and sis privates, Both sergeants end fire of the privates 
*erc of Irish birth} the eighth now of ooloaial birth. 

* r e-ih. rs bels ore chiefly caused of Irish Bedn^ticooro ond , 
lonricts, the ^ori audacious rascals eristics’. So cm British officer 
American side. (69) iii. sooxn «» etched by a colonial 
oh serration: ~Eho British «gi«nt. composed of the nest debrnbed 

, . . . _ the Irish Roman Catholics who desert 

weavers prentices, the scu^ « “ Ariau r 

r*«aaicn" W \ach statemessts illustrate but only how 

upon every ocomexon • 


t~ hmvily each side in the Anerioan War of Independence relied on 

Irish troops. !ioe far the Irish-born helped to rin - or lose - the 
ia, therefore, an interesting question. Certainly, for «JT 


short-coring. the Irish -ere the fieri to be bla-ed. -Eh. — are 
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good, 30 iae Irish rascals excepted", reported liajor-General lee, s 

Second in Cosennd to Washington/ 71 ^ The s&ae ooaaander, who 

claiasd to knee the Irish well, opined that the Irish recruits had 

(72) 

"zaidi ooataainated the troops 11 • 

Tn the outcotao those who fell in battle on the Aaerioan side 

received the highest eacoiaiuas. The survivors, together with so 
aay others of Irish birth and descent, b ecame the first citisens of 
the United States, not all of then willla gty/ 7 ^ outside the 

boundaries of the a** republic were numerous other people who steaaed 
froa that seventeenth and eighteenth oeatury diaspora; their descendants 
me? be traced at the present day in eastern Canada and in the 

Caribbean* 

K 



71. 

72 . 

73. 


General Lee to Washington, Williaasburgh, 10 mj 1776. 
Lee Papers . H, 1?. \ 

Papers. I» 532* 


164 . 


good, soas Irish raaoals exoepted", reported Wajar-General teo. 
Second In Co**nd to Waahinstaa .' 71 ' The sue oonoander, who 
elAiasd to fcnow the Irish sell, opined that the Irish reeriiti had 


(72) 

"such ooataaioated the troops”. 

In tee outcome those *no fell in battle on the Aaerioan side 

| - \ • . . '' •. 

reoeived the highest enoo-dune. She surriwors, together with so 

'any others of Irish birth and descent, becaae the first oitisens of 
the United States, not all of then willingly* ieft o l - *side 

boundaries of the new republio were jiuaerous Other people wuc steased 
ft*, that sowenteenth and eighteenth oestuxy diaspora! tbeir desoendant. 
w be traced at the present day in eaatere Canada and in the 

Caribbean* 


^ . MiiiAasburdii 10 Way 1776, 

General Lao to Washington, 

g^^lrASSrs^-. - - s-s «r- 

American side * 1 \£derGeneral Hows, Kaable 

Volunteers of PannsylTania fou^rt un 

Papers. I, 562. 


ATVEHWL A « Indentured Servants 

■4 14 

A list of Mirant* who indented with Captain 
5«dl ingtson to go on board th* "Britannia*’ to 
Will ianeborgh , Virginia, published in Faultoer** 
Dublin Journa l, ie • 21 far. 1748/9* 

Kary Kooney, 16, spin* tar, Itoblin. 

john rl M-rmi . 16, Gentleman's servant, Ifeblln 

John Butler, 24, Taylor, Clonesll, Co. Tipperary 

John Griffin, X • Labourer, Oo. Cork 

John Herlas, 19, Cleaier, Ittblin 

Aim Pearl, 17, Spinster, Itoblin 

Ale*. Bonnell, 18, Cent, aervant, Cork 

Robert Crython, 23, lln«i Weaver, Itoblia 

Patrick Hcore, 19, ***11° 

Barnaby Bams, 24, Locksmith, Mblin 
S tephoo ?.«tro, 32, Fou» CMp«t.r, Co. Co* 

Ceore. Boroln, 20, C«nt. forwnt, Stoblin 

- - r 

Second list for the ease voyage published in g.fr iat 

21 - 25 Her- 1749* 

Barnaby Barn, 24, saith, Itablin 
William Maganais, 4o, Planter, Dublin 
Janes CaaMLok, 18, Yeoman, mblin 


Eo earned KaKolty, 1?, Spinster, Ifeblln 
John Ksgr, 16, Glass Grinder, tublin 
Forrees Griffin, 30, T«wn, Co. Cork 
Jo>si Britten, 2fc, Taylor, Clonaoll 
John Cool then, 18, Shoansker, Dublin 

\ u 

BOTEi In those too lists Bamaby Bs*n/s and pmbably also 
John/Forress Griffin and John Mtler/Brittsn ore the 
ssao people. Captain Bedlingtcn is rsoorded as baring 
arrived in Virginia in June 17**9 *ith 3*” convicts or 
passengers", C. 0 « 5/1445, P.R.O., London. 


II A list of persons wishing to indent for the voyage on 
the ’•Peggy*' for Philadelphia, published in TJmlknef'f 
Dublin Journal « 6-9 F*ay 17**9 * 

janes Doran, born in Co. Down 
Hichard Corbet, bom in King's Count^ 

?:icholaa Crsgsn, bom in Co. Fsath 
Anne Geman, bom in rublin 
Jans Garay, bern in Xublin 
Johanna Koore, bom in Co* Cork 

RCfEi when theee before the lord Kejror of 

who objected to tteir depertore we. to be preee.t. 


Official notice publ ished in F.B.J . » 8-11 Sept. l?50i 


By the Bight Eon. Sir Samuel Cook*, Bart. t lord Major 
of th* City of Itablin. 

i 

whereas I hart received Information that several 
Masters of Ships now in this Harbour, asks it their 
practice to fore* Persons (particularly those of tender 
Years) on board their ship*, without their consent, 
end without being exacir.ed and bound befbrs ms, on 
FTstence of bringing such Persons as free Servants 
to America, this is to acquaint the public, that th* 
following Persons and no other, are indented before me, 


and if any have any objection thereto, they *h*ll be 
prevented free going brood, vis* * 


vary Smith 
Ann Bungan 
Flinor Dalton 

t 

Vary Boswell 
Rose Cro f ton 


Kary J«*o©P 
Tracey 
?ary Reilly 
Charles Power 
Barth. Hagoire 


John KcHally 
John Graham 
Ann Billiaskin 
Alice Stepney 
Abigail Plays ted 


Margaret Horan 

0»t*i thi» 2btb. me- 175° s— Cook «- 
K.E. J«m« ttin-or.. l»t. »WUr of BrUodlor Rlehh.ll'. 
Regiment, and William Klcholl, late soldier of 
General Wynyord's Regiment, have offered to indent, 

of which all Isrscns are desired to take notice . 






The following persons are 

indented, vis. i 


r 

\ . • • 

Occupations 

Merchant 

Jests* Rigbey 

Hosier 

Robinson 

5 -a trick Cosgrave 

Yeooan 

ft 

ThOB&s Bur fie Id 

Bookbinder 

n 

Theca© KeifVtley 

Gardener 

w 

1 

Georg# ftokriat 

Taylor 

ft 

i 

Barth. Pagan 

fl 


Thomas Chesterton 

She«kl* 

ft 

* • 

Abigail FI ays ted 

Spinster 

Ash 

Sarah Langley 

ft 

Robinson 

Margaret Burk 

m 

ft 

Isabella Collagen 

w 

ft 

Join Huckelroin 

Yeonan 

ft 




APPENDIX A continued 


Fhotocopy I : Abstract of Irish servant's 

indenture, printed in Virginia Colonial 
Abstracts , collected and edited by Beverley 
Fleet, published by the Genealogical 
Publishing Co,, Baltimore, 1961, vol. 17, 
Richmond Co. Records, p. 18. 


KUO. Uoar&M. 


Zateafe «re. 19 Oct. 1T05. 

a the County of Deroa la the Kiarfa* of *» 

Phtrlok Jcra of the Hour ( or Seer T J la tac or 

litas? •a* UacAcn of Ireland of the *** 

aid Patrick Jam of hi* erne f*e* c^TaraUry^^l^tklbouad 
IcMd tad putt Ma»df* cpprceAloc «*o tkr mid Thtx** Saitk , 
ooordlcg to the euctm la Kcrylcad. erto. ^ 

^1m Back. iifa* PrtrUk x J« 

HI, Wpllcma **** 

1m. 2d April 1706 

The wlthla Iadeotwe ms preceded before » thl* «*5T “ ^ 

head cad cede of the tame of am *oe»e tkia 9th day of aorta>er 

ea'o Dob 1706 


Sea'll Pit* Seo*r 


A3 FEND IX A continued 


Photocopy 2 : Notice concerning runaway Irish 
servant, printed in Extracts t roa Newspapers , 
vol . VII , ( New Jersey Colonial Docuaents vol 
XXVT ), Paterson, I904 f p. 430. 


RiwiAwstv from the subscriber, living in Trenton. 
West- Jersey, July 23. 1769. an Irish servant lad, named 
Michael Brady, al*.>ut 5 feet 3 inches high, and about 20 
years of age.: well set, thick legs, knock'd-knee df and 
sjtcaks very quick, fair complexion, full fac’d, and large 
full grey eyes, short light curl'd hair: born in Dublin, has 
some of the Brogue, and speaks very hoarse; Had on, and 
took with him, when he went away, a yellowish brown, 
thickset fustian coat, green double-breasted cloth jacket.' 
both much \\>-rn, with flat metal buttons on them, ozen- 
brigs shirt and trowsers, nankeen breeches, old thread 
stockings, old pumps with long quarters, very good liat, . 
is a shoemaker by trade. anti pretends to the snuff work. 
Whoever takes up and secures the said son ant in any gtxil, 
so fhat Isis master may have him again, shall have hour 
Pounds reward, and all reasonable charges, paid by 

WtLULXM Tixkek. 

N. li. He is supposed to have a false pass, and also 
change his name and clothes, he being a crafty fellow. 
The Xeze York Gazette ami Weekly Mercury. Xo. 928, 
August 7. 1769. 


Ian 


collected fro* 




A list of fslcms transported between 1735 17^3 i* to 

be found in the Irish Cowom Journal, Tol. IT, l Appendix, 


be found in the Irish Co— one Journal , Tol. IT , Appern 

X 

pp. crm - ccmil, but not the specific offences of 


which they were convicted. 


2— £ i 

£23* ! 

Offence 

- - ■ — ; 

- Burn 

Wicklow 

Stealing noney 

i 

1 

Assises 

A a waistcoat 

Arthur Cullen 

Dublin 

Horse stealing 

• 

■u&rter 


Francis Flood 

S 

Sessions 

Perjury 



.... J ■ - \- 

Bartholomew 

«• 

. 

Harder 

Bailor 


„ . — — I- 

Anne Dolan 

It 

Street 



Robbery 

Michael Goshen 

Haas 

Kale 


Assises 

practices 

Bridget Daly 

Dublin Or. 

1 

Sessions 

Stealing shoe 
Buckles & 
stockings 





Transportation 


Pnei Occurrenoes 
1 Key 1705 


Whipping & 
Transportation 


Whipping A 
Transportation 


28 Feb. - b Far. 
1737/8 


Execution 
cosauted to 
transports t ion 


2 - b Feb 1761 


const ted to 
transportation 
for life 


ifcjcL 

9-11 Feb. 1761 


Transportation 


6-8 Apr. 1761 




ibid., 

2 b - 27 July 1761 


■ -v^-x"Aa 


mm 

. 


112 


•iBZ-C 

coast 

Offence 

Santenos 

Souree 

‘Tugh Kelly 

Dublin ,Qr. 

Sessions 

Robbery 

Execution 
counted to 
transportation 

ibid,, 

16-19 Oct. 1761 

Arthur Carty 

Court of 

Stealing 3 

Transportation 

30 Oct.- 


oywr & 

silver tea 


2 Kov. 1761 


temlser 

spoon a 


' ; \ 

Janes 

Dublin Qr. 

Stealing 

Transportation 

21-23 Dec. 1761 

Sheridan 

Sessions 

liquors 



¥.mxj Kurphy 

II 

Steeling 

clothing 

ft 

t> • 

✓ 

Dublin Kcrcuzr 
9-12 ling. 1766 

Edvard 

Dublin 

Pick- 

It 

23-26 Aug. 1766 

Pol ha® 

Tbolsel 

pocketing 

. . .... - ■■ • "l : 1 

- 

Peter Caf fxy 

Dublin Or. 

Stealing a 

«• 

5-9 Kay 1767 


Sessions 

pair of piops 

— 

Villian 
Eagre th 

J 

m 

Stealing * 
corn 

n 

Itaiblin Kereeri 
5-9 Kay 1767 

Jaaea Cajrthy 

Kilkenny 
Assises . 

Burglary 

Execution 
iQiewted to 

transportation 

ibid* 

16-19 1767 

James Dollee 

Dublin 

Rioting 

Whipping 
counted to 
transportation 

ibid., 

15-18 lag 1767 

Willies 

Deleny 

Philipstovn 

Assizes 

■ i 

Cov- 

stealing 

Execution 
counted to 
transportation 

ibid., 

29 Aug- 1 5«pt. 

1767 

» 

Dublin. 


John 


Felony to Transportation 

▼alue of 4/9 ? 




Ml 


ff§ 


k : 


PI & 

f®§; 




-- — ^ 


14-16 Apr. 1768 


Im 


ilriMfftitTi 


Buchanan 


Linerick 

Assizes 



n 3 


Richard 

Jordan 


Kichael 

KcKnlght 

Carret 
Bryan ', v . 

Nichol MM 
Shnrtell 


Court 

Itiblin 


PXfaRfll 


Execution 
cocnated to 
transportation 


Liserick 

Aoslseo 

Oyer and 


gflltny 

A as Isas 


Stealing & 
silrar cup 


Stealing 
linen yearn 

stealing trank Tran 

A other effects for 

Steeling 2/- _ 


30 Jan.- 
2 


John 


John Keary 



Offeaoe 


winifnd 

Carrol 

Catherine 


John Bom 
P atrick 1 


John Kanuy 
John Kaudealajr 
rani el Tmm 
John Brjm 
John Both 
Kary 


Cornelius 

Hasten 


Court 

Wexford 



AfPEKmi C » Ead gra nt Shipping 


porta froa 1681 to 1776 inclnsiwe, eroepting Ulster 


SCTK i The table ie by no -cans complete end ie only ee 
accurate as the sources frost which it has been 


compiled, while scare of these are at warianee with 


D.G.- Dublin Case tie) D.C.- Dublin Conran t? 


Dublin Weekly Journal ? 


B.F.- Dublin Evening Poetj 


P.D.F. - Dublin Daily Post} 


Dublin New* Letter? B.T.jF 


Chartered 4 financed by 
Sharp A Turner. Grubb, 


Owner* s Tublin 

Adventure) . 


Balder* ton, Claypocle , 52 


vaterford 

or Dublin 

(Ireland) 


Philadelphia 


>76 



Dublin Phil &dpXphia * Croup ton 


lUblin B*rbft/ki» Sr 


lorth 

Ffcrelnod cf 


Dublin 


( I relarHi) Busters 


Atchison 150 t. , a. v. servants. 


Jane 



Truth A 
Daylight 

Globe 


(Ireland; 



Vessel 


Glob* 


-Ublin 


Gooding 


Goodwill 


_ublin 


Dublin 


a. v. "Irish k Scotsh" 
servsynt» # ibid. ^Appendix I 
a. v. servants, ibid. 

70 t. , a.v. 34 servants. 


Gibbs 


y.&xj Arm# 
Dolphin 


Dublin 


Globe 


Appendix X* 

Advert. 100 t., agent la 
Belfast, DjC. Feb.l718A9 


Kicks 


(3 vessels) 



Dublin 


June 1728 Happy 


Dublin 


Advert. 160 t. f to sail 
in Apr., P.D.J. . Pab.1728/ 


Dublin 



Xtablln Philadelphia Tennant 


Londonderry 

&. Dublin 


arrived in Dublin with 
150 passengers , Aug . P.G 


Philadelphia Fellows 


Dublin 


Philadelphia Lutvidge 

,v «st Indies 


Charles Clinton* s voyage t 
ICO deaths, Penn, Hag . 

xxn, 112 * 14 . 

Pacsenc«re landed at 
Cape Cod* 0* Hanlon, Higtq 


Dublin 


Waterford Philadelphia 


Advert* , 9® 4* • 
Jan. 1729/30 . 


Tfcblio 



Banncvlvacia Nicholson Advsr t. v 160 t.* to Mil 

in Nk/i 
F ob. 172 $/%>. 

..w. convicts* Butler, 
Convicts”. 22 . 


: Tf?w '*ni»l«nd 


Bath ?owa 


of Whitehaven) 




Philadelphia Wil cocks 

& Vest Indies 


Antigua A 


Tobin 


Nevis 


Oct Apollo 


Luliiiu 


: r ire i , Cowsen 

Advert** t** KO six.* 

rhiladelpbia 

8*v* provisions A 

- • . ' _ J 

96 pscscagors 1 r,C. ,Apr. 

V ' 1 



Dotal In 


Advert 


Oven 


Advert* § 

Advert., P.O. 

Advert. , "Ship bee been In 
trade for a no. of yoare" 


• * • ' , i , 8a 

Meridian 


Philadelphia 

Berwick 

Advert., 

130 tone, agent 





in Co. Longford, F.P.J. 

? enn C&l ley 

w 

ft 

illcocka 

AttFW le f 

new ship, 2b0 t.. 





12 pane, 

F.O. 

Elisabeth 

ti 

North 

Blok 

a ■ ' .. 

Advert., 

100 t • § 



Carolina 




Fean Galley 

« 

Philadelphia 

Kirk 

Advert., 

P.0. 

Supply of ^ 

tf 

M 

Weldon 

Advert., 

new ship, 12G~t., 

Philadelphia ) 

r 



P.P.J. 

• " 1 

M mm* 


v d 

Conyers > 

Advert. , 

95 t.» FA3.J. 


mm 



Dublin 


Aug Bootle 


their baggage & utensils 



Dublin 


TUbliB 


Appleby 


SIS 


a 



ft t., ».¥• 70 pMWWl 


Vassal ^ 

Port 

Destination 

Master ] 

Trial 

lublin 

Madeira & 

; 

Croup 

Revolution 

Dublin & 
Waterford 

Virginia 

Rlekqr 

fouthvall 

Ddblin 

\ 

Virginia 

Cullen 

Clinton 

(Ireland) 

Virginia 

Kattbaws 

Hibernia 

Dublin 

'ary land 

Sear* 

1 

Flisebeth ) 

& Aim ) 

Waterford 

* i 

Virginia 

Daria 


m 

, ---~ 

Row Tooele 

lowers 



17^1 June 


Dublin 


July Peneburjr 

jr l 

of London 



Date Teasel 

, - — -a — - — — - — 

July Benguin 


Sept 

Oct 


1?42 Jan 
Feb 


Sept 


17*0 Apr 


Far 


!*ay 




Georg* of 

Philadelphia 


17^5 K 


Site 


Axxg 


Teasel 

Port 

Destination 

! I- . . 

i 1 

| J. ' l 

Dublin 

Philadelphia 

Sarah of ) 

t! 

Madeira & 

Appledore ) 


Philadelphia 


Sept ’.evolution 
charodag 


l?y+ July George 

Sept Kartha 
** Draper 

Hot Ka*y & 
Betty 
Bath 


Virginia 
, !4orth 

i 

Aaerica 

Virginia 


Philadelphia 

Madeira & 

, * 

Philadelphia 

Virginia 

Madeira & 
Virginia 
Philadelphia 


9am 

right 

Harper 


Wileon 


Apg Virginia ^ 
Merchant ) 


Pert 

Dublin 


1746 Pay Kart in 


Galley ) 


W or - Peter & 
Kaay 
Charming 
Holly 

HWcy & 
Betty 

Dublin ' a ^ 


17^ 


Prise 

Conecrd 

George 

Rebecca 


1747 


Dowville 

Sally 


Dublin 


Dublin 


Virginia 


Pennsylvania 


Virginia 


South 

Carolina 

Virginia 


Doutfc 

Carolina 


r&xyland 


Master 

Remark* £ Sources 

Put chin con 

Advert. t 300 t. * 8 

30 ren* P.C. 

Amble 

Advert.* V.P.J. 

rjw—^fy 

Advert. * 1 Peb.f 

a.w. 85 oonviots k 10 


servants* 1^ t** C.0# 

sawn • 

Pltton 

5C Jt., a.v. 32 servants; 
ibid. 

Caetletont 

e.v. " ship's provisions 
for passengers A crew" 1 , . |||| j 

• 

IsSsl* 

Laab 

Advert. » F.IkJ. 

r 

Parkin 

X ' ' 

Advert.* ibid. 

■! 

Young 

Advert. * P»P»«7« 

i Ambl er 

■ a,u 5 ; | 

e.w. servants* JSa&» . . |jp 

Burke 

specially chartered by 

- 

the government for 
ooBviets* F.P.J. 

1 Anderson 

a.v# poassngeiy A ©ervonts 


Maryland Tomg 

TenniylveSi* Boggs 


ibid. 

b,v4 ©cnvicts# ibid# 


Advert.# 12 
abip* fiJtxk 



8«y« oo«fiet«t 

a»v* 33 oonriote, July. 

** c.o. s/l¥& 


Uttl« 

Gears® 




Riddle 


Oct (Sloop) 


@esa»*sf 


1?53 Fab Lovely Foxy rublln 


Destination Easter 
Madeira & Clover 


Ranaxka A eovirc«'S 

dvert.. 


Kar 

roily ^ 

4 i. 

m 

Rom Scotia Tsoy 
& Philadelphia 

I.V. 

r. 

convicts, f.D.J. 

rt 

KUropa 

SligD 

Philadelphia 

r 

Madeira A 

Wilmington, 

Horth 

Hatton 

Advert., nale lervante , 
?.P.J« 

June 

Recovery 

• v 

Dublin 

t 

Jones 


servants, 7.P.J. 

A ' | 

1 

July 

Dorset % 
Galley ) 

n 

Philadelphia 

Rankin 

■ \ HVm 

passengers, F»$>J» 

H 

Cambridge n 
of Lynn ) 

•* 

north it south Farthing 
Carolina 

Advert . 9 F.D.J# 

Oct 

Chaining \ 
Sally ) 

- • 

iifU yi 

Carolina 

L=paDOST 

Advert., "to &> within 
20 niles of the Irish 

" w 

ssttlemnt", P.D. J. 

Bee 

Ruby , 

Cork 

. 1 

*-*- 

Hounslow 

s.w. 

passengers, P.D.J- 


1754 Jan 

Feb 


Villian j 
* Kssry ) 

Bachelor 


Virginia cenesier e*w. convicts, , 
- Philadelphia Osborns , Adnrt.. F«JW. 


Rev England 


bV. 


tie A oofcvicta, 


sept 


a*v» 


West Iodise, 

Jf*A S. 
Caroline 


mate, P«Ca 
F.S.J. 



T toVM n & 

Eillel* 



.■■■^..^..-^.,,1 ..... 

_ — — — - — <— — ■— — • — 1 

If 

rort 

Destination 

K&stsr Ranxks & Sources 

4 

Tayton Ce*k 

Virginia 

/ 

\ 

. / 

f 

^all«R 120 t* 9 a.v. 32 ®«rvtint», 

£>p.t aaaa 1 

Banwtll Dublin , 

Tirjinia 

Caataicr i.w. convicts, F.P.J. ,Jen ; 

_ . t. A * -- M 


\ 



■ 

/* 

/-■ 

/ 

• i 

-• ' 1% 

2*t# 

Yessel 

Port , 

SaatinatloB 


. * . - ••"» 

1756 Jan 

Friendship 

y 

Dublin 

Capo Fear 

R. Carolina 

1 

Caopbell 

y 

Advert. | in Mar. with 
servants os board put 
into Klnoale d waged by 
gOlS* P » P* J « 

Fob 

Karl of \ 

N 

Philadelphia 

Ciapeas 

Advert. » F«D»J. 


Kolderness ) 




*■ • i \ 

Apr 

Polly 

m 

'» 

Troy 

a*v» servants* P.G. 

mr 

Europe 

m 

H. Carolina 

Cook 

Advert.. F.DfJ. 

Juae 

Sally 

H 

Bm Took 

Koare 

••V* passengers % F«. D» J > 

Juno 

Johnson 

ft 

Antlgpa 

Looly 

e.v. passengers f F » P» J . 

Oct 

Union 

n 

Philadelphia 

Hosier *' 

Forced to pat in at Cork 


\ danaged bjr atoms 
\pas*acigere & 
bbard» 


1757 Janes & ) 

1758 ,« Wml “ > 

Braytoo 

Aug Hibernia 


Dublin 


idiurt.f F«P«J« » Hot. 


a- L ^ 

Virginia 

Philadelphia 
A Hew York 


Harrison 

Troy 


* ) 
tooa ) 


vilm 


Fagle 

r.ing 


Virginia 
Hum York 


«,v* oonviete t P*Q» 

Advert* ftar passengers A 
consists* latter refused 

Ut«r v M* 

Aiiart. for Pro to* tan t 
servants be twe en 16 * 35 
fbr b yom oarried 
letter of narque & gun*, 
F.P»J. 

e*w# opnvlcte* ,£g2« - l |j 

Advert* » taking provisions 
ftor E*H* fOico*» roon fbr 
passengers* F * D * J * - liiiM™*' 


r 


& 


rate 

' » * 

1UT» 

Destination 

Kaeter 

Eenaska & Sources 

1759 June 

Hibernia 

4 

Philadelphia 

Troy 

Advert, for peeeengera 
& eanest girle, KO. 

1761 Far 

Crcsbio 

m 

Virginia 

Curry, 

e.w. convicts, PgC. 

Apr 

..ukc of x . 

v&terftord 

tvfoundlrcnd 

Power 

e.w. 211 on board, 18 


Tueceny ) 

i 

, 



gone, attacked by French 
privateer, all but 5 




*• • 


drowned, M- 2 5-7 ray 

Sept 


Galway 

T’ev York 

Sound ere 

e • v * convicts , F.D. J. 

1762 Kay 

Sarah 

Dublin 

Philadelphia 

Harvey 

Advert. , F. P» J. 

June 

Mary 

* 

Hew Tork 

Hoars 

" ' for paoeengors, 

. • 

> 

t 



redeaptlonere & 
servants, 

1763 Fob 

Colley ° 

Si 16*0 

•fhO ft S£WU» 

Basil ton 

Advert., F.Xh J. 




city of 


.y : 



■ ' 

Philadelphia 1 

1 


r» 

Aim 

Cork 

N— found land 

Villi— » 

a.w. paasengere, C.K.r. 

sear 

Catharine 

tt 

It 

Butler 

a.w. passengers, C.-.P. 

Apr 

Apr 

Kay 

Sarah 

Dublin 

Philadelphia 

Dogherty 

Advert., F.D.J. 

Seville 

lion 

* 

ft 

n 

If. Carolina 

ft 

Flliot 

Bowen 

Advert., £sM*' 
• * 

a It 

June 

King \ 

George 3 

Slieo 

. hiiadelphia 

Basil ton 

v* ^ 


KiUlbogs. 

$t Beuoaetle 


"■ — * 

July 

Sept 

fl 

■? 

Gear bo 

Kellfhx 
ItaJCty ; 

Dublin 

f* 

• e 

N 

Virginia 
Philadelphia 
Few York 

Bowen 

villa 

Boarton 

cr 

o*v. oonviota, ItSuL* 
Advert ♦ * £sli*£* 
Advert., F.D.J.j e.w. 
paccengcre, Oct., 


Boirnm Eg— ll 



Gacxg* of 
Dublin 


Dublin 


a.v, 120 paasangcra after 
13 week* at -a. 

X* 245 . 

Aflnrt.. F*D*J. 


villa 


Dublin Nov York 


Chanting 

5aUy 



Date 

Vessel 

Fort 

DcttiaatlflB 

Poster 

Heaarka l Sources 

1765 Kay 

King of 

Dahl in 

hi la ! el phia 

Brown 

Advert., F.D.J. 


Prussia 


■ . 1 • 


June 

Anne 

ft 

Boeton A 

Scott 

Advert., F.B.J. 

July 

Prince . 

Celvay 

Halifax 
Bow York 

Askew 

Advert., f.S.J. 

* 

It 

CeorPT© ) 
The 

) roblin 

s 

Bftxmby 

s.u. passengers & 20 


Collector's ) 

Hi« take ) 



servants, F.P.J. 

Aug 

Nancy 

Sligo 

Philadelphia 

FcCadden 

Advert., JVDgJ, 

Kcv 

Polly f 

Xtiblln 

S . Carolina 

Dlahising- 

* *» 


Charlotte 


r 

tuU 


Sov 

Dolphin 

•*• 

Carolina 

Harebell 

rt^ « 

T’ec 

Angelina 

Cork 

S. Carolina 

Stewart 

30 t., a.v. 3 d passengers. 




- 

■ 

C « 0 » 5 /^ $][ jl 

1766 Jan 

Jxffard 

XtahUh 

Maryland 

KcClean 

s.w. convicts. F.B.J. 


Kar Betty A 

M Hugh L : 
Apr o’) tune 


Philadelphia Pom 


Kurpfay 


Idm F.1^7 p: J Ti 6 ^wfiSSed 

Mtrwnta escaped, P.M. 

Apr. 15-19. 

Adrsrti 

• * 

Advert. .F.IW .- *».v. 
servants, JWi. 




lay 

Eliosbeth 

) 

U 

ft 


l Hary 

) 



it 

Red-head v 


Cork 

Pensacola 


CaUey ) 



Florida 

June 

Phoebe 


FOhlin 

2 aw York 


servants, D.F . 
Advert*, F.P.J , 


a.v. Lt.-Gov 
other p e ee e n 
20 • 24 Key. 


wne A 
• 


Bevereax Advert. , Frseaan»s Jn . 


Date V«*«& 

1766 July Ccuctcsc ^ 
of Do n e ga l ) 

Aug Chariot to 

" Frisco ^ 

George ) 

Sept . John ft \ 

H«y ) 


Port 


Dee t ins t ion Kaatar Beu&rke & Source? 


IXiblia Now York StreUbrldge s.v. passengers, F.P.J. 


Cel way 


Doyle 

Askew 


s.w. p i »HP c«ri| F.D.J. 
Advert., F.D.J. 


Dtt hl i n JotactOD o.w. 


F.D.J . 


Hi oka 


Villastt 


Dublin Virginia 


Cork 


Boston 


b.v. 92 uen ft 17 
complete, S«K . 

t*v. 72 eeramte, 


176? Feb Countess of ) 
Don gal ' 


June 


July Catherine 
ft Money 




Soeovon, Irish. 37. 

Dublin 

Faet Ford 

Florida 

complete coward, D.K. 

" V 

imt Toxic " Houston 

Advert, fbr paaeengers, 
but no euTistti F. P.J. 

Waterford 

Philadelphia _ 

e.v. eorvante who were 
sold aft €30 to £35 each, 
F.D.J. 17-21 M«r. 


Newfoundland - 

a.w. 170 Irish labourers 
ft flahexwn, M»C. 

*• 

Virginia :ayth 

e.v. comriote, F.13.J. 

\ Mt ' 

«t 

Aaarlea sulth 

e.w. aom then 100 
eouvftefte* D>M. 

If 

ft Hew Yo*k/ 

. 

Advert., F.D.J. 

fSf^# 4 ^ ■ ' ft 


f. 


Vessel 




Destination Has tor 


Dee&rkc & sources 


17^7 Jnly Cetmtese 
cf Donegal 

•Fenger 

Sept Catherine 
Oct Ann ft 

k 

Mar^wrct 


Dublin 


'Cork 


Prince ) Publ in 
Ecyal ^ 


Kew York 


King 


Pal timer* ft Forsyth 
Philadelphia 


Soctcc 


Advert. y F.D.J. 


Advert. 1 July f 

took convicts. Sept. P.M . 


Wilson or Advert., F.D.J. 

Butler 

Atkins 50 servants, K.C. ; 

Donovan, *riah . 38. 


Philadelphia Efkeldaon Advert., fbr passengers, 

redenptiooerv ft servants. 


176 8 K&r 


Jacket 


" Hero 


Cotsitsea of 


Dshlln 


Cork 


Soldier 


June Earl' of 

Chathaa 


July Industry 


Philadelphia Seyaoor Keu ship, 300 t., sailed 

Mar. F.D«J .i a.v. 152 

j 

i psacenges* ft servants, 

, Kay# &£> 


rirdnia 


valby 


Advert. , 300 t*, sy. 
convicts. May, F. D.J . 


Philadelphia Mathews Advert., ldO t*« LM» 


New York 


Fast 

Florida 


ring 


'■ Holland 


Advert. § XftJB&jL* 

a.v. provisions ft 
passengers, C.O. * 


Dublin rhiladelpbia Woolsey 


Advert., 200 t., 
passengers, but no servants 

or convicts , F.P.jI* 


s.v. convicts, F. ZVJ . 


• i 


2oo 


?r / 


Date Ve* 50 el 

1768 July Hr.ncgr 

Aug l; 


iwr» 

Dublin 


Baltinore 


Philadelphia 


Hudson 


Bonarko & 

Advert., r.S.j, 


*• 

■ 

Ilf; 

j : 

* 

Hffi 


Jacket ) 


I 

1 

. .7 ■ 

sJ 

5 

II 
■ 


i 

ti 


Advert., F»3»J . t searched 
before Mixing, Sept. , 
convicts £ 3 deserters on 
board, D.M. 2nd sailing 
ibis 



Sept Lovely ^ 

) 


/. 


low York 


\ 


Oct Two 

Brothers 




P fc4i^*ipM« Pancan 


“190 natives of Ireland 
going as settlers" , 

18 Aug. 

Advert., 200 t. v no 
servants accepted, F.B.J. 

Advert., 150 t., F.D.J. 

1 |Hti 


■ 

ms 

ft 2 



Liaerick 


Industry 


Dec 


1769 




Hte 

%9 . v *r 


Vessel 

Port 

. : -oetin«»vion 

Raster 

Renarkfi A Sources 

Elisabeth 

London 

■f 

Kovo 

Goodfellov 

a.w. Mr, Pnokenzie, H.H. 


* cork 

Scotia 


^ictoaller of ShVoB. W.C. 

Mope 

Liverpool 

Anerica 

jCilliott 

■ 

c,v • coon ota rroa 

1 

e rublla 




Dnblln, F.D.J. , 

Joftnm 

Cor k 

tevfbqadland 

MoAuliaaa 

e.v. pa aemfrere, C.E.P. 

Selly 

f» ' 

Philadelphia 

Faith 

AdvertJ, C.E.P. 




*** 

/ . 

Advrrture 

■ te. 

Icon, of 

»&*£& 

Advert. , C.E.P i f 



Kaxylaod 


. ‘ •• ; % ; 

lr-R 

It 

. CevfbcaRdland 

Creer 

o.Vi ibid. 

Irish ^ 

Clad, ft ) 

* It 

X: 

M 

Soith 

•» • ft 

6 — N 


• / 

- 


Dispatch 

ft 

Philadelphia 

Levit 

Advert., C.K.P. 



l Baltimore 



Two 

Dublin 

Philadelphia 

Duncan 

Advert., 160 t., no 

Brother* 




convict e accented. . r«XVJ. 

PflUS 

* 

Haxylastd 

Koctgcaary 

Advert.. F.D.J. 

Charlotte 

M 

Ttert 

nook 

82 t., a.w. cargo £ 



Florida 

) 

Philadelphia 

r 

Bomnta. C.O. 5/573. 

Chity 

*» 

Stovy 

Advert, , F.D. J. 

Friend ship 

- * Hew fork 

Stewart 

H- 

Advert,, P«M. 

Eagle 

•» 

Philadelphia 

Cocchran 

Advert,, £jt£sji.* 

tear! of 


V e . 

Vooleegr 

Advert., 

* ;s - 


■ \ ■ 


Advert*, C.g.P. 

i 

Batty 

Cork 

Kugrlarf 

McCagr 

tewey ) 

ft . 

- i \ 

Heveaatlo * 

Chevcrs 

H «' . 

Aeaiatance * 

V * . 

Philadelphia 


V 

\ a 

- • V* , ’ 


}■' . ' • 

" ■ . .. * 

- [; 





Data 

v«*eol ^ 

Ty, — if 

rOTZ 

Destination 

Master 

nflKirKfi ft oOBfOM 

1769 J*ly 

Elisabeth \ 

Cork 

Philadelphia 

Thonpoon 

Advert, c.E.P. 

* 

&"«y ) 




gf ft ‘ a . 

#• 

Dallas 

«* 

« 

Kwitgoorjr 

Advert, fbr passengers & 
aale servants, C.F.P. 

99 

Elisabeth 

M 

w 

Browse 

e.a* passengers, C*F.F.~ 

ft 

: wallow 

Vaterford 

m' 

Brae# 

a*v. semuts, P.G. 

Aug 

Eavke 

Public 

m 

Rogers 

Advert., s.v„ convicts, 






2iMr 

« - 

Pena. ^ 

Tvemer ) 

Cork 

N 

Blair 

s*v » peessnjssrs* C«E*?« 

> 


r 




It 

Phoebe 

It 

/ 

* 

Davidson 

Advert., ibid. 

s*p?r 

Pally 

TUblin 

Philadelphia 

« 

Spain 

Advert, for passengers. 






but no servants, ?.P»J. 

•# * 

Richard * 

Cask 

m 

Kocre 

t.v. passengers, C*?*f* 


Fob ) 

5?' 




» 

Slag of 

(Ireland) 

Boston 

Barley 

i 

a,w. JO servants, B.C. 


pyatliA 





it 

■TlVifa* 

Countess of 

EobliB 

Kew fork 

Pi* 

Advert., P.K. 2nd voyage 

s’ 

Donegal 




tide year . 

Cot 

Honk of • ' 

It 

Maryland 

Mathews 

120 t*, s.w. oonviots. 


Maryland 




T. Mill 

1 - 

Philadelphia 

Oosk 

Howoaatlo or 

till nnla 

Advert, C.K.P. 




Philadelphia 

V. 

i 

Deo. 

Bainbov 

m 

Baltiaore 

Tmhnr 

Advert*, C»K.P. 


r . 


Philadelphia Dundee 


Kaacy 


ibid* 


1 

•* 

* '■ 

- 

•** • 

203 

fate \ 

Bessel 

*•■<• -*- 

I UfL 

Destination 

Master 

Rewrite a sources 

1770 Jan 

r 

Maryland ^ 

!>iblin 

ndlr/clphia 

Gruber 

Advert. , F.3.J. ) sy. 


Merchant ) 


ft Baltiaora 


convict#, D.K. . Feb. 


Eliaabeth 

j 

« 

>i«w York 

Conroy 

Lost eff Long I#. with 
ail paaaengerc f crew, 
D.M. 22-4 Feb. j 26-6 Apr. 

Kar 

V**TJ j 

Fewiy 

Philadelphia 

Finlay 

Advert., agent in Itablia, 


Jacket ; 




F.3.J. 

July 

Good 

Galway 

J. Carolina 

lirringteo 

' Advert. , 


Intent 





(l 

Countess of 

~~Y Ff J g r l 

Dublin 

Sew York 

Fla 

a.w. pfi t eengera» F.DW. 

« 

Boreal ee 

• 

n 

Pbiladalplda 

Voolaey 

•ailed Julyi a#v. 
pswenfat a linen doth, 
fiov*', I>.K. 

W 

Maryland 

Kcrchont ) 

h 

Philadelphia 

Grehaa 

Advert., ^ 



& Baltimore 

' 

sailing this year 

Aug 

Hibejmia 

r» 

Maryland 

pjobrrteon 

Advert., F. D.J. 

Oct 

i 

Jupitor 

Carte 

Philadelphia 

Wacky 

n a 

• 

1771 Fab 

Jewry ^ 
Packet ) 

Jewry 

Philadelphia 

o' 

Hobineon 

Advert., agent in Dublin, 

VMT 

Carlisle 

Dublin 

Baltimore 

Sowart 

Advert , F.D.J. 

Apr 

inn & 

Linsrlok 

Quebec 

r 

Hay bury 

Advert., with epocial 
appeal fbr young aen, I »C. 



Dublin 



im 

a 

Soi, 



Hate 

Jlmril 

Vurt 

Destination 

Mas tear 

1771 

Crmtssa of v 
Ttme^nl ) 

Dublia 

.low York 

Pin 


Haney 

*?evrpart 

Fx*tt 

Yew York 

Stran^baa 

S®7t 

Hibernia 

tualin 

Yi -glnla or 
Maryland 

Robertson 


Hibernia 

Galway 

Maryland 

Hayaan 

Dot 

Iniutftxy 

Liaarlck 

ViTtdnia 

Lovaa 

! ti 

Conolly 

l ' 

Dublin 

rhlladelpUa 

Miller 

1772 ?'AT. 

Ltarcul®# 

ff 

Baltiaora 

Starwood 

Bay 

Hprmid 

» » 

Llaeorlok 

«» 

Briaooe 


t strtanii" , 
advert. 


Hibernia 


G *1 iljr 


Jon® Coa*ero# 


Cox* 


Sept Br^uutiJMi ) L .u— ri ck Virtfiftia 

Kercban t ) 


s»v« pw;®*n4pwP*» 



r 


- 

1 

Ho* 

Date 

Vessel 

Port 

Destination 

i 

Master Rsewrtca & source* 

^1772 ‘OT 

Jenny 

Liaarlck 

V 

Virginia 

Welsh Advert, for "sale 

-»y ' 




passengers, servants 4 



- 


reder^t loners'* , J^C. 

H 

Grenada } 

Dublin 

*► 

Madeira & 

Bu shell s.v. passengers. 


Galley ) 

<• 

Grenada 

.i 1 

Deo 

John 

ft* 

Baltimore 

Snow Advert.* F.D.J * 

: n)|| | -j .... -n»— .• 

!< * it 


Industrious ^ Calvay 
Planter ) 


Georgia 


“S. 


H Dublin 

1773 Jas Connolly 

Feb Hercules 


Dublin Maryland 

Dublin ! FblladeTpM* Cain 
« Beitiaoro Sowood 


s«v« 77 passengers & 
redempt loners & a 
valuable cargo of beef, 
butt«r & linen cloth* P*H» 


Power e.v. oanvicts, XiSwL* 


Kar Etty 

' i 

Apr Letltla 
" Hanna 

" Puna 

" Two 

Brothers 

May Sarah 


Dixon 


Dublin 


Cork 


new York 
Kew castle or KcCadd* 
P h ila de lp h ia 


Advsr t.* F.D.J. 

Adv art.* 3& t. # t 

received 35 conricts, 
Apri arrived June after 
6 weeks* all sell* » • **♦-*-• 

Advert., L»C. » 

Advert.* 180 t.» hhb 

Advert.* F.XVJ. 

V 

Advert. * £*£•£,* 


Dublin Philadelphia Cony 


Advert.* 250 I*# LH* 1 
a*v. paee««v 4 French 
vines* 180 t.* T 


Date 

1773 Hay 
** 

ft 

Jana 

tf 

w 

July 


lug 

*♦ 

0 «. 

«t 

^pt 

« 


Vessel 

Port 

Destination 

Master 

i 

Renarks & fourcee 

Toma 

ruViir 

Virginia 

Cliffs 

Adt«rt. t 2rO t., F.M. | 

Savannah 

ft 

Hev York 

Basil toe 

i irrived after 37 days 

r \. 

- 


- 

with passengers , including 
aoua arty officers » H.C« 

Elisabeth 

« 

Cork 

Maryland 

McCurdy 

advert* 9 CJUJP* 

Bop* 

* 

Florida 

j 

Casey 

iff. n passengers, ?»£**-• 

3al*iwore ^ 
racket ) 

Dublin 

Feltiaore 

Kennedy 

L - • 

t 

a.v* passengers & servants 



SjJ^TL. 

Hope 

N 

'.fast Indies 

Stevart 

Advert., 2j0 t., S*F*1* 

HoUy / v 7 s - * f 

Baltimore 

Slacop 

Advert, for a fee 

Sally 1 ) 


1 


servant*, S»F»L. 

Canorous ) 

riigo 

Tij^inia 1 

Cochran 

sailed JuIr.y*IW_» t 

Plextor ) 


Maryland-- 


passengers k servants in 



>- 


31 days* all wall, S«K*1* 
3ept. 8-10 ■ 

Ixiase \ 

C&lvny^ 

Iltilidelphia 

Campbell 

Advert*, F« D.v. 

George ) 




- 

Oouateaa of 

Hamlin 

He* York 

Bead 

w •» 

■ **• ' 

Q. / 

Baltisere y 

Liverpool 

Baltimore 

Kennedy 

Advert., 350 i«t 

racket ’ ) 

Z ' Dublin 



2nd sailing this y^w - 

friendly ^ 

C«rk 

ft 

Thonaa 

Advert. , c .£*£* - 

9 ' 

trader ) 


% 



jeraajr 

ft 

*ovc&stl© & 

Mcllvain 

a * 


Philadelphia 

•-* 

AJMrica 

Cork. 

Newcastle k 

MoCay 

Advert*# JEsJaaL* 


Ml* 4 «l!>Hi* 


/ 


rate 


Fort 

Destination 

Master 

Remarks & aouroc* 

1773 Ssyt 

ieedbaa 

Cork 

Sew York 

Chews 

Advert., 500 t., F.'S.r. 

ft 

fhflBM 

Dublin 

•* - • 

Jaaaioa , 

Baxter 

Advert., 200 t.. s.F.l;. 

m 

Bepe 

'm 

South 

Newtown 

Advert., chartered by 


«. * 


Carolina 


Hunt, XamIiL* 

Dec 

Sea 

Liverpool 
& Dublin 

Philadelphia 

Borrows 

Advert. , S.N.L.f Sounders ' 
Hews Letter) 






1??4 Jan 

\ 

In Jus try 

Llscrlck 

s 

Virginia 

T+s&zr rf 

Lowee 

Advert. for passengers, 
redeep tinners, servants, 






convicts, L.C. 

r 

Feb 

r 

Potcoao 

■9 

TViSI in 

Baltiaore 

Carey 

a.w. convicts, F*F*J* 

lax 

Esrtuloo 

** t 

t* 

Norwood 

Advert., F.2.J. 

•F r 

Countess \ 

o f Donegal ) 

If 

\ 

i 

hew York 

Head 

Advert ^genteel 
passengers" therefore no 
indented servants, 

i 

July 

Charlotte 

saterford 

Ibilsdelpbia 

CaffnejK?) 

a.w. 110 passengers, 
F.3.J. 22-4 Sept. 

Sept 

ft 

*inerr» 

Isabella 

Dublin 

it 

H 

Hew York 

Lindsey 

Robinson 

Advert., y.D. J» 

Advert* far passengers, 
bet no servants or 
convicts, FjM* 

Oct 

Not 

Industry 

Dublin 

KarylPB* 

Woolsey 

0 Advert. , Y.P.J* 


Ceric 

t . 

Hew York 

Che vers 

After a voyage of seven 
weeks arrived Jan. 1775 
with about 40 paseengere. 




2c<3 


•fe 


Dftt* 

/ aai 

, • ; 

• rwXS 

Dustin., tics 

| Heater ; 

' Kooarks & source® 

177^ 

fcary 

Liner! ck 

Baltimore 

Haloes 

t.v. p&aaengeore , etc* 
L«C. 28 Rov. 

1775 3an 

Percale# 

Dublin 

Baltiaoxa 

Korvcod 

Advert. t P'I'J* 

Xar 

Jobe 

*• 

X 

Virginia 

Hunter 

Advert, for passenger# 
but no eonriote or 
servants, F«D.J> 

*» 

J^ichosa of 
Leinster 

m 


Cathrev 

Advert., F. D. J» 

Jan • 

Jcrn 

Cork 

Philadelphia 

Blyth 

a.*. servant a, P*.j* 

( Pennsvlvania Journal) 

July 

> 

So i«r« '. 

Dundalk 

Baltiaora 

Phillips 

Advert. , agent# in - wry, 
Monaghan , Srogheda, 
Dublin, bt c* F « D« J* 

M 

CUxlotte 

*a ter ford 

| 

I 

! 

Gaffney 

a.w* servants, PjJ* 

fr,tg 

i 

Faneock y 
A Adoaa ) 

Dublin 

H 

Forraat 

AdverV., new" ship* P« D« J. 

» • 

Recovery 

ft 

M 

McCullogh 

Xet at sea vith 150 
HMIi|ir«i F.D.J., 
1&»19 8apt* 

Apr 

lake of \ 

m 

Baltimore 

Horth 

Advert., r*P*J. , 

\ 

: # in® ter ) 

f 

> 


f 


2 o<j 


iPPOTIX » 




.z' 


Tot length of tht following bibliography it ta indication 

not only of tbt thinness of reecrds relating to the subject bat 

* 

of the nacy line*, of research that bad to be pursued in 
to construct this thesis. 


The aost fruitful primary sources hare definitely been 
the calendars of State Papers and newspapers* both Irish and 
colonial. Unfortunately, to date, the aost relevant of the 
Calendars, that relating to America and the Heat Indies, covers 

the colonial period only as far as 1738. Tbs Dublin newspaper 

... i 

files, though incomplete* are fairly extensive, bat provincial 
newspapers in Ireland before 1760 were very *•*»* A first-bend 
study ef oolonial newspapers bee bed to be United te the few 
broken files bold by the British 


The Irish Mwspapsrs, if essoined closely, yield s few 
grapMs facts shout esdgrstion, including tbs transportation 
of convicts. Tbs shipping advertisements in thsneeHes are an 
invalnable source ftor the organisation of enigmtion. These 
newspapers, however, nore then is usually the ease, have 

limitations as sonress of history. They vers printed 


1 



I U from Ulster in the early 1773*1 


the latest SDltipls birth, destructive gale or 


colonial Ears! Of rice E starts ic the Public 2eccrd Office 


little or sA/cargo, 


the list e or, onf 


Library in Dahl in no doubt oon t al n 
particularly about coaaeree and ehi 
an investigation into these* 


7 


erer-groving sets of pdblishtd colonial archives in th« 
Institutsjsf Historical Retwr^t vary in equality sod ussfhlnsss* 
In general, they do not eontaia such material diraetly relating 
to Irish isaieratian. Something shoot this has bsoi deduced 

free such list* so suster rolls sad fros ths unique oollsetlon 

' ' ' • ' * • •- ■ ■ > 

of neyspeper sxtrsots that term part of ths New Jersey archives. 
Little use could be aads in^ s short tiae of Saunders* tea 




to ordinary 


they lack an index. Apart from 


Irish ieedgrants th^r co ver the activities of Arthur Babbs as 
landowner and Governor la ths colony. Beverley fleet* s Virginia 

i' ' j r _ v , „ y t : :t If : > 

colonial Abstraata were discovered too late to be classified in 
the bibliography. Collected f*oa far and videvith all the 

assiduity that characterlaes the iun tear historian, these abstracts 

• \ 

reveal the details that governed everyday lifsvln colonial 


service. 


Valuable and excellent though 


of the seoondaxy 


are in their own spheres, 


historians have 


found to he 


neither reliable nor accurate. Bo less than two Ascrican writers, 
for axa^la, blandly Hat. that Charlaa Carroll of Carrollton vaa 
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